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Education, Taif University

Abstract

The present study aims to identify the assessment methods of
learning outcomes for Taif University students in the light of quality
assurance standards and whether these methods differ in
accordance with gender, faculty, and university level. In order to
achieve the study purposes, the researcher developed a study
instrument which comprised 29 indicators of assessment practices
distributed on the two dimensions of assessment methods and
analyzing information and benefiting from it. The instrument was
implemented on a sample of 330 students. The male participants
were 146, while the females were 184, all distributed to four
faculties that included Education, Administrative Sciences, Sciences,
and Home Economics. To answer the study questions, a number of
statistical analyses were performed. These included the mean,
standard deviation, T-Test and ANOVA. The study revealed the
following results:

- The majority of learning outcomes assessment methods of male
and female students lie in the average and above average. There
were 14 indicators with a percentage of 66.6% used in assessing
students. However, there were 7 indicators in the poor level with a
percentage of 33.4%. These include the portfolio, peer assessment,
open book tests, group reports, PowerPoint presentations, group
projects, and paired-test questions.

- The benefit level gained from analyzing assessment information
of the male students in all the indicators ranges from average to
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above average, while that of the female students ranges from
average to above average in six indicators, and poor in two of the
indicators.

- There are statistically significant differences in the performance-
based assessment, communication, and self-assessment in favor of
the male students, and there are statistically significant differences
in the first sub-dimension of performance-based assessment
between the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Administrative
Sciences in favor of the Faculty of Education.

- There arestatistically significant differences in the third sub-
dimension of performance-based assessment, communication, and
self-assessment between the Faculty of Home Economics and the
Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Sciences in favor of the
Faculty of Home Economics.

- There are statistically significant differences among the
university levels of male and female students in both of the
dimensions.

In light of the study findings, the following recommendations were
reached:

- Encouraging the teaching staff to vary their assessment practices
in accordance with quality assurance standards. They should not
focus only on paper-pencil testsand other traditional assessment
methods.

- Delivering professional development courses for the teaching
staff in the fields of measurement and evaluation taking into
consideration modern assessment methods to be used in assessing
learning outcomes, especially those that enhance critical thinking
and creative thinking skills.

- Conducting studies on each method of assessment especially the
modern ones to identify its significance, obstacles of using them.
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