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Meta-analysis indicators of Arab research in the field of Early intervention Programs for
children with special needs

The study aims at describe Arab research in the field of early intervention
programs for children with special needs in the period (2000-2014), and determine
the size effect of those programs, by using of meta-analysis, a sample of early
intervention studies consist of 152 scientific study either Master or PhD or research
published in the scientific journals or scientific conference divided into eight
categories of children with special needs included: (children with mental disabilities,
children with visual impairment, children with hearing disabilities, children with
autism disorder, children with learning disabilities, children with language disorders,
children with behavioral and emotional disorders, children with mental talent),
results of meta-analysis analysis indicated that: many of early intervention programs
provided to the category of children with autism with the ratio 21.88%, followed by
children with intellectual disability with the ratio 19.53%, the children with the
category of learning disabilities with the ratio 16.97%, and children with mental
talent in studies presented early intervention program. More types of studies
presented programs for early intervention was the category of master's studies with
the ratio 46.88%, followed by post-doctoral research with the ratio 29.68%, and
finally doctoral dissertations with the ratio 23.44%, and the experimental method
with experimental and control groups system is more used compared to other
approaches, and more intervention strategies to be used in early intervention
programs were behavior modification strategies, 48.44% of the studies that provided
programs for early intervention present programs between 30-39 session, while the
studies presented programs consist of 40 -59 with the ratio 25.78%, 10.94% of those
studies conducted a pilot study of the program (reliability) and make the validity by
submitting it to a group of arbitrators, Life skills and adaptive skills are more
dependent variables targeted by these programs and behavioral problems, and
communication skills, quality indicators in the preparation of these programs have a
clear deficit with regard to provide a scientific justification for the use of the
intervention strategy, and to prepare a guide for parents and teachers, and to identify
the human elements participating in the program specially parents, teachers, and
early intervention programs provided to children with special needs in the Arab
world in the period between 2000-2014 had an average effect size in improving
behavior of children with special needs, we can classified effect sizes of early
intervention programs used with children with special needs to medium and large;
where was effect size of early intervention programs for people with (intellectual
disability, visual impairment large), While the effect size of early intervention
programs for people with (hearing impairments, autism, behavioral disorders,
learning difficulties, and mental talent) medium, and that the average effect size of
early intervention programs used with children with special needs vary depending on
the type of study, the size of the sample, and a strategy of intervention, psychometric
characteristics of the program, and the number of program sessions, while effect size
of early intervention of children with special needs programs do not vary depending
on the sex of the child, and statistical methods.
Key words: Meta-analysis; Arab research; Early intervention; children with special
needs.
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