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Visual distortion violations in Riyadh city and their spatial variance
A study in Environmental Geography
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Abstract:

The current paper investigates visual distortion violations in
Riyadh city and their spatial variance. To achieve its objectives, the
study has relied on data on Riyadh city between 2019 and 2020, based
on (16) elements of visual distortion. The data of visual distortion
violations in the city of Riyadh in 2021, monitored by Riyadh
Municipality, is used, too. It is based on (13) elements of visual
distortion violations in Riyadh city in 2021, through (5) sectors
containing (15) municipalities, and covering (183) neighborhoods in
Riyadh city. It has relied on the area and population of the municipal
sectors of the city of Riyadh.

The study has showed that the top visual distortion violations in
Riyadh city between 2018 and 2020 were the violating billboards,
amounting to (1386652). Commercial billboards not complying with
the new requirements of the licensed shops were the most common
visual distortion elements in Riyadh city in 2021, with a total number
of (2484) violating billboards. This is due to the expansion of
commercial activities in Riyadh city. Violating shops, maintenance of
the street lighting poles and damaged and neglected cars were the least
elements of visual distortion in Riyadh city in 2021, with a total number
of (70) violations. This is thanks to prompt treatment on a regular basis.
The study has showed that the municipal sectors of Riyadh city with
most elements of visual distortion in 2021 is the Northern sector with a
percentage of (59%) of the total violations of visual distortion in Riyadh
city. This is due to the passage of most of the main road axes in the
sector, while the lowest municipal sectors in violation of visual
distortion in Riyadh in 2021 is the Western sector with a percentage of
(0.5%) of the total violations of visual distortion in Riyadh. This is due
to the fact that the sector is not located on the main road axes in Riyadh.

Keywords: (Visual distortion, improving the urban landscape, Riyadh).
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