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The Main Challenges Facing the Starting and Development of

Digital Libraries from the Point of View of Librarians in

Aca‘demic Institutions in the State of Kuwait
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Dr. Maha M. Said Ali Dr. Abdulaziz Metrana -
Assistance Professor, ‘ Al-Suwait N
Dept. of Library and Information Head of the L'b““:y >
Science Information Association
Public Authority for Applied of Kuwait

Education & Training

Abstract:

The present study aims at identifying the most important
challenges and difficulties facing the starting and development of
digital libraries in Kuwaiti academic institutions (the libraries of
Kuwait University, the libraries of the Public Authority for Applied
Education) and the skills that librarians should have to meet the
needs of digital libraries.The researchers used the standardized
scale developed by Mohsenzadeh & Isfandyari—-Moghaddam

(Y \), which was administered to sevan branches of the Islamic -
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University of Iran. The Developed questionnaire by Mohseﬁzadeh
& Isfandyari—Moghaddam, (Y~H) was ftranslated ang adopted.
The sample involved 1A male and female librarians drawn from the
libraries of academic institutions. The descriptive method was used,
statistical data (i-e., frequencies, percentéges and‘ descending
order) were manipulated. Résults could be summarized in the
following areas: In the field of librarians’ professional skills: These
included cognitive digital skills, digital library skiils, and skills of
using electronic information ryles. In the field of academic
institution librarians' needs for developing the traditional library into
a digital one: These needs included information technology needs,
électronic mail use needs, neéds for equipment's required to turn
baper libraries into digital ones, needs for clear plans to start the
gradual shift from the papef system to the digital one.

In the field of challenges that were facing librarians in academic
institutions. The most remarkable challenges in digital systems

were current librarians' jack of experience, lack of mastery of the
foreign language, and lack of staff with post-graduate qualifications

in  digital fibraries. The study also indicates that there are

Criteria. Furthermore, more challenges were revealed to the

absence of a clear short-term, long—term strategies and plans for
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turning these traditional libraries into digital ones and lack of

advanced programs that can help in the field. In the fight of these

results, several suggestions and recommendations were. made to

start developing the work of digital libraries in Kuwait.

Keyword: Kuwait, Digital Libraries, Challenges, Academic
Institutions
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