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A vision oi media education, concepts and principles

Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Mansour Heiba( )D

Abstract//

This research paper deals with some concepts and visions of the
concept of media education; its origins and development; and the most
important objectives and principles. Among these concepts and visions
was that the media education is based on a number of practical pivots,
including the process of information technology; easy access to and
interaction with various means of the media; media awareness based on
communication; and acquisition of vital strategic information related to
the media and its safe use. These concepts and visions show that media
education is “concerned with dealing with all the means of the media and
enabling the community members to acquire an advanced understanding
of the means of media communication which are used in their
environment, as well as understand the way in which these means operate,
and acquire skills in using the media in communicating with the others,
which must take place through formal and informal educational systems.

The traditional and modern media educations are similar in terms of
understanding the media, its role in the society, and the expected
objectives of media education. Research and studies conducted on media
education show the evolution of the concept from the classical concept
(reading and writing) into the audiovisual concept (related to electronic
media) into the digital education (linked to digital media) and finally into
the new media (linked to the Internet and social media).

The importance of media education stems from the fact that it is
promising and carries hope for the children, the adolescents, and the
youths in particular, as well as the members of the society in general: by
educating and fortifying them against the harmful effects of the media.
There is a consensus on its importance as it is not a controversial issue,
but rather is supported by the media institutions as well as by the public
health advocates.

(*) A professor of media, Community College in Rafha, Northern Border University, KSA.
A professor of media, Faculty of Specific Education, Benha university, Egypt.
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