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The Policy of Sheikh Jassim Bin Mohamed al-Thani and its impact
on external forces (1878-1913)
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Associate Professor of modern and contemporary history
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Abstract:

Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed Al-Thani practiced ruling Qatar
during his elderly father's rule. He held conventions with foreign powers
and neighbors of the Arab Emirates. The eyes of greed looked at Qatar as
it was a subordinate to the rulers of Bahrain. Saudi Arabia has imposed its
hegemony over its people but the people of Abu Dhabi attacked it. Qatar
ended up raising the Ottoman flag to avoid the evil greedy. After the raise
of the Ottoman flag, the disagreement with British policy started in the
Gulf. Sheikh Jassim tried to get rid of the Indian traders who constituted a
great burden on him. This caused the British to intervene in the affairs of
Qatar with or without a reason.

This paper aims to highlight the policy of Sheikh Jassim bin
Mohammad and its impact on the foreign relations and how he was able
to balance between the rapacious forces in Qatar's affairs spatially and
economically.

The researcher employed a historical and descriptive approach in
achieving the objectives of this paper. This paper is divided into three
sections; the first section deals with the life of Sheikh Jassim and his
appearance on the national scene. The second section handles the internal
policy of Sheikh Jassim in Qatar during his rule. The last section focuses
on the impact of this policy on the relationship between Qatar and the
foreign forces.

The researcher expects that this study will demonstrate some
important findings revealing a particular political situation and efforts by
Sheikh Jassim to maintain the independence of his country, Qatar. Britain
and the Ottoman practiced a great pressure on him. He agreed to be a
subordinate by name to the Ottoman Empire to reduce British influence
in Qatar. Then, he succeeded in ousting the Ottomans from Qatar due to
the pressure from the British and his policy.

The paper attempts to rely on the local Qatari resources, and benefit
from the Ottoman and English archives as well as other studies that
explored Qatar's modern history.
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