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Learning Management Systems: A Comparative Study Between
Open Sources (Claroline- Moodle) and Closed Sources
(Tadarus —Blackboard)

By
Abdulmohsen. A. Alghadyan

Associate Professor, E-learning and E- Training
Education Dept., College of Social Sciences
Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to compared between Open Sources (Moodle
—Claroline) and Closed Sources (Tadarus —Blackboard) of Learning Management
Systems.

The study attempted to answer four questions. The first question pointed
out the meaning of Open Sources and Closed Sources of Learning Management
Systems. The results revealed that open sources of e-learning available for
everybody, institutions and Universities without pay money, however in order to
get a closed sources of e-learning you have to pay money. The second question
dealt with similarities and differences among these systems from management tools
and curriculums design. The results revealed that all those systems need pass word
and user name to deal with tools of the systems, but black board system also can
deal with sources from different places safely, this characteristic was not found on
other systems.

The third question also dealt with similarities and differences among these
systems from side of communication tools. The results illustrated that there are
differences between these systems from belong white board and virtual classroom.
For example Claroline system has not white board and virtual classroom. However,
Tadarus system has just virtual classroom, while Black board has white board only.
The fourth question identified if these systems have the tools of the second
generation of e-learning (Wiki, Blogs and RSS). The results pointed out that Black
board system allows users to use Wiki and Blogs tools, while Moodle system
allows users to use Wiki tool only. Regarding to Claroline system allows users to
use Wiki and RSS tools.

The study included some recommendations to encourage higher
institutions and universities to benefit from open sources of learning management
system and at the same time, take the advantages of closed sources, and
suggestions for further studies.
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