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Abstract:

Autism disorder is a pervasive neurological developmental disorder
that lasts for the life span. This disorder is accompanied with deficits in
all developmental sides. Educating autistic children and modifying their
behaviors are of optimal importance due to deficits specifically social
deficits that include social and emotional behaviors and functional
communication that depends mainly on visual communication and relay.
Early intervention is of great importance in dealing with such a disorder
.The current study aims at helping autistic children acquire visual
communication and relay behaviors via an early intervention program that
employs the coded character "Avatar" and providing an interactive
organized educational environment.

The current study aims at checking the effectiveness of an early
intervention program in the acquisition of visual communication and relay
for autistic children and whether it lasts during the follow up.

The experimental approach is administered and the sample
included fourteen autistic children from Darel Hanan Association for the
Handicapped in Alexandria city. Their age ranges from four to five years
and eight months (m=five months). The sample is divided into two equal
groups ; an experimental group and a control one. The tools are: Stanford
Benet Test of Intelligence, Autistic Child Inventory, Checklist of Autism
Disorder Symptom , Visual communication and relay behaviors checklist
prepared by the first author and the early intervention program prepared by
the two authors , which depended on the coded character "Avatar".

Results indicated the effectiveness of the early intervention program
that is based on the coded character "Avatar" in the acquisition and
development of visual communication and relay behaviors for autistic
children. The effects of the program extended to the follow up. The study
concluded that the coded character "Avatar" strategy is important in

modifying autistic children's behavior in general.
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