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Rhetorical Argument and its Mechanisms in Criticizing the Mu tazali
Mentality
The Maristani Magamah by Badee™ Az-Zaman as a sample

Abstract

This research aims to uncover the ability of rhetorical argument to criticize the
views of the Mu'tazali mentality thoroughly. To do this, it persuades and influences
the recipient through rhetoric proofs, mental and textual evidence. To do this, it uses
mechanisms of arguments employed by Badee® Az-Zaman Al-Hamadhani in his
Maristani Magamah for the criticism of the Mu'tazali mentality in some topics
included in this Magamah.

Additionally, this study indicated that rhetoric argument can be defined as the
debate based on the use of mental, textual, and linguistic proofs by two debaters. So,
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they employed the different mechanisms of rhetoric to prove the truth which the
debater wants to prove for the purpose of clarity, persuasion, and having influence on
the recipient.

On the other hand, the study clarified that the rhetoric argument has many
mechanisms in the Maristani Magamah according to the analytical reading of the
Magamah. Some of them are mentioned by the heritage advocates in their writings
and some are mentioned by modern studies. These mechanisms are embodied in four
things: narration, description, and combination of the mental and textual deduction or
combination of the Kalam Madhhab and quotation, and dependence only on the
textual evidence/quotation to establish evidence against Al-Mutakillimin.
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