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The role of social capital in promoting a culture of tolerance

in the countryside

A field study on the role of leaders in a village in Assiut Governorate
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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the role of social capital among rural leaders in
promoting a culture of tolerance in rural areas. By relying on the interview guide tool,
and the sample social survey method, the research concluded that the social capital
assets owned by rural popular leaders contribute to the establishment and
consolidation of the culture of tolerance and its values in society; Where the results of
the analysis of Pearson’s simple correlation coefficients of 83.3% came to show that
there are positive direct correlation relationships at a significant level of 1% between
what rural leaders own of a network of social relations and a value system (such as
trust, transparency, cooperation, and work for the common good) related to capital. It
also showed that there are many challenges that limit the use of social capital in a
positive way in spreading the values of tolerance in the countryside, such as tribalism,

prejudice and class disparity.
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