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Eugenius and the imperial throne (392- 394 AD): Between the
Narration of Zosimus and Church Propaganda: A Critical Study.
Khaled Abdel badea Radwan Mahmoud
Member of Department of History- SOHAG University.

Abstract: In the summer of 392 A D Eugenius was proclaimed as an
emperor on the western throne, in front of the eastern emperor Theodosius. But
the latter considered it a violation of the legal legitimacy. He considered that he
is the legal legitimacy, because he married "Galla", sister of the deceased
emperor "Valentinian I1". Theodosius led his army on this basis and defeated
Eugenius and killed him in September 394 AD.

Zosimus, a fifth-century historian, presented these events extensively in his
New History. Zosimus was critical and objective. This was not seen in the
sources of the fourth and fifth centuries AD, which dealt with the events in a
dumped view of emotion and religious bias.

Keywards: Zosimus- Ambrose- Eugenius- Theodosius- Paganism -
Christianity — Senate- Nobles of Rome.
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Hedrick, History and Silence, p. 71. ")
See: Salzman, Ambrose and the Usurpation of Arbogastes and Eugenius, p. 194. (V)

Hedrick, History and Silence, p. 49; Mitchell, Stephen. A History of the later (V)
roman empire A D (284- 641), 1st ed. London, 2007, pp. 88- 89.

Rufinus, the Church history, 11. 33. (%)
Jones, The Later Roman empire, vol. 1, p. 169. (®)
Jones, Christopher. Between pagan and Christian, 1% ed. Harvard university press, (%)
2014, p. 26;
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introduction; Ross, Alan. Libanius the historian? Praise and the presentation of
the past in Or. 59, "Greek, Roman, and Byzantium Studies", 56, 2016, 293- 320.
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Todd, Robert. Themistius, 1st ed. Cornell University Press, U. S. A, 2003, pp. 59- 61;

Bolgov, N. N. Themistius and his works in the context of cultural continuity,

Tractus Aevorum 1 (2). Fall 2014 (Nov.), pp. 175- 184,
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the Great and the regency of Stilico, pp. 247- 280 "Harvard Studies in Classical
Philology”, vol. 73 (1969), p. 252.
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Some of the principal works of St. Ambrose, tr. H. De Romestin, et. al., in " Select (V)
Library of Nicene and post- Nicene fathers of the Christian church, vol. 10, New
York, 1896, letter No. 57; Ambrose, Letters, ed. liebeschuetz, pp. 255- 261.

Some of works of St. Ambrose, letter. 57. 6- 7; Paulinus of Milan, p. 207; M)
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Sheridan, James. The Altar of Victory- paganism's last battle, pp. 186- 206
"L Antiquité Classique”, tom. 35, fasc. 1, 1966, pp. 186- 187; Curran, John.
Pagan city and Christian capital: Rome in the fourth century, 1% ed. Clarendon
press. Oxford, 2000, pp. 191 Ff;
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Chadwick, Henry. The Early Church, 1st ed. Penguin Books: Middlesex, England,

1967, p. 167; Chenault, Robert. Rome without emperors: the revival of senatorial
city in the fourth century, PHD: University of Michigan, 2008, pp. 239- 259. =
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Symmachus, Relationes, in " Prefect and Emperor; the Relationes of Symmachus A.
D 384, trans. H. Barrow, 1st ed. Clarendon press: Oxford, 1973, Relatio. No 3.
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St. Ambrose, letter No. 17, 18; Ambrose of Milan: letters and speeches, pp. 61- 94;

also: Evenepoel, Willy. Ambrose vs Symmachus: Christians and pagans in AD 384
"Ancient Society", 29 (1998- 1999), pp. 283- 306.

Paulinus of Milan, life of St. Ambrose, p. 207. M)
Liebeschuetz, Ambrose & John Chrysostom, p. 60. M)
Some of the principal works of St. Ambrose, letter 61. 1- 2. ™)
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letter, 61. 4. ")
letter 61. 5. )
McCormick, Michael. Eternal victory: Triumphal rulership in late antiquity, (¥)
Byzantium and the early medieval west, 1 ed. Cambridge university press, 1986,

pp. 108- 109.
St. Ambrose, letter 62. 4; for more details: Ambrose, Letters, ed. liebeschuetz, pp. (¢)
216- 220; Paulinus of Milan, p. 207.

Salzman, Ambrose and the Usurpation of Arbogastes and Eugenius, pp. 206- 207. (°)
Ambrose, Consolation on the death of Emperor Theodosius, pp. 308- 309. @)
Ibid, pp. 311- 312, V)

312.
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Claudian, Panegyric on the Third and Fourth Consulship of the Emperor Honorius
(A.D. 396, 398), published in Loeb Classical Library, 1922, pp. 277, 279, 293.
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Ambrose, Consolation on the death of Emperor Theodosius, pp. 324- 325. ")
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Gamache, Valerie. Eloge et Critique de I empereur chez Ambroise de Milan et ()
Symmaque: au confluent de deux conceptions idologiques du pouvoir impérial
romain, Master, Université de Montréal, 2011, pp. 24, 61.
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Sozomenus, 8. 6; also: Rapp, Claudia. Hagiography and Monastic Literature between

Greek East and Latin West in Late Antiquity, in "Cristianita d"Occidente E

cristianita d"Oriente (Secoli Vi- Xl), 24- 30 April, 2003, p. 1256.

Homily 6 (against Catharos); Voir: Paschoud, Francois. Pour un mille six centieme (¢)

centiéme anniversaire: le Frigidus en ébullition, pp. 275- 280 "Revue
internationale d'histoire et d'archéologie (1Ve- Vllle Siecle), 1994, p. 279;

Liebeschuetz, Ambrose & Chrysostom, pp. 100 Ff. : kil .(af +V =Y£V) adll 83 (e

Salzman, Ambrose and the Usurpation of Arbogastes and Eugenius, p. 216. (®)
Rufinus, the Church history, 11. 33. e Y
Jones, The Later Roman empire, vol. 1, p. 168; Cameron, last pagan, p. 123; 3 V)
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Sozomenus, Ecclesiastical history, 7. 22. ’ M)
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Rapp, Hagiography and Monastic Literature, pp. 1255- 1257.
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Palladius of Aspuna, The Lausiac History, Trans. W. K. Lowther Clarke, 1% ed. (%)
Society for promoting Christian knowledge: London, 1918, 35. p. 121.

Socrates, Ecclesiastical history, 5, 25. (%)

Theodoret of Cyrus, Ecclesiastical history, 5, 24. (®)

Zonaras, Epitomae Historiarum, Lib. 18, Tom. 3, p. 85- 86. @)
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Theodoret, Ecclesiastical history, 5. 24. M)
24.
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Bloch, A new document of the last pagan, pp. 236 — 237. )

Harris, Religion on the battlefield from the Saxa Rubra o the Frigidus, p. 446. (1))
Cameron, The last pagans of Rome, p. 107. Ov)
Duval, Yves-Marie. Les aurea fulmina des Alps julienne: le Réle des statues ()Y)
divines dans les lieux stratégiques, dans "Westillyricum und Nordostitalien™, ed.

R. Bratoz, 1996, pp. 95- 108;
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Salzman, Ambrose and the usurpation of Arbogastes and Eugenius, p. 220. ")

See details: Salzman, Ambrose and the Usurpation, p. 2009. M
209.

Paulinus of Milan, the Life of St. Ambrose, p. 208. ™)

Paulinus of Milan, the Life of St. Ambrose, the introduction, Ed. Ramsey, p. 195. (%)
195.

Thelamon, Francoise. Une Oeuvre destinée a la communauté chrétinne d” Aquilée: (°)
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vol. l, pp. 255- 259.

Philostorgius, Church history, 11. 2. Y
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Zosime, Histoire Nouvelle, 4. 55. 1, 3- 4. ")
Gregoire de Tours, Hist. de Francs, trad. R. latouche, Société d Edition, Paris, ()
1963, 1, liv. 2. 9; about Sulpicius, See: Zecchini, Latin Hist, p. 333- 335.
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The Roman Imperial coinage, Ed. H. Mattingly et al., London, 1951, p. 33 (No. 99,
no. 106d), p. 52 (No. 46), p. 83 (No. 32¢), pp. 113- 114; William & Friell,
Theodosius: The empire at pay, pp. 114- 115; Stouriatis, Civil war, p. 109.
Philostorgius, Church History, 11. 2. (%)
Socrates, Ecclesiastical history, 5, 25. Q)
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inflated and deflated, or: How (not) to collect fragments of early byzantine historians,
Byzantion, vol. 82, 2012, pp. 437- 450.

Rufinus, Church History, 11. 33; Zosime, Histoire Nouvelle, 4. 55. 2- 3; 4. 56. D)

Epitome De Caesaribus, 48. 16- 17; (%)
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Libanius: Selected orations, vol. 2, in " Loeb Classical Library", No. 452, trans. A. (Y)
F. Norman, 1% ed. Harvard university press, 1977, Orations 30, 33.

Carmen adversus paganos, Trans. R. Pearse, 18 Mai 2018, https://www.roger ™)

pearse.com/weblog/2010/05/18/carmen-adversus-paganos.
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Hedrick, History and silence, pp. 60- 63; Cameron, last pagans, pp. 273 Ff; Salzman,
Ambrose and the usurpation, p. 199; Mitchell, the religious world, p. 257.
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Corpus inscriptionurum et monumentorum religionis mithriacae, Ed. M. Vermaseren,
Netherlands, 1956, p. 173; also: Walsh, David. The Cult of Mithras, p. 28.
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Jones, Between pagan and Christian, p. 56; Cudorge, La Destruction des (®)
sanctuaires paiens par les chrétiens, pp. 132 Ff.
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Harl, Kenneth. Sacrifice and Pagan Belief in Fifth- and Sixth-Century Byzantium,
Past & Present, No. 128 (Aug., 1990), pp. 7-27; Salzman, Michele. The End of
Public sacrifice: Changing definitions of sacrifice in post- Constantinian Rome
and Italy, in " Ancient Mediterranean sacrifice", 2011, pp. 167- 177.

Letters of Gregory the Great, Ed. Philip Schaff, Letter No. 41. ™)
Chuvin, Pierre. A Chronicle of the last pagans, trans. B. A. Archer, 1% ed. Harvard ()
university press, 1990, p. 130.
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Letters of St. Paulinus of Nola, trans. P. G. Walsh, 1% ed. Newman press: New York,
1966, No. 18; for more details see: Salzman, Michele. The Making of aChristian
aristocracy: Social and religious change in the western roman empire, 1% ed.

Harvard university press, U. S. A, 2002, p. 90.
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Hedrick, History and Silence, pp. 49- 51, 71- 72. ©)
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Paschoud, Réflexions sur I'idéal religieux de Symmaque, p. 217. M)
Cameron, Theodosius the Great and the regency of Stilico, p. 251. M
Mclynn, Neil. Ambrose of Milan: church and court in a Christian capital, 1st ed. (¥)
University of California press, 1994, pp. 344- 346.

Gamache, Eloge et Critique de I empereur, p. 60. (%)

Paulinus of Milan, the Life of St. Ambrose, pp. 206- 207; also see: Dill, Roman  (°)
society in the last century of the western empire, p. 20.
Jones, The Later Roman empire, vol. 1, p. 168; C. M. H, vol. 1, p. 246. Y
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115.
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Zosime, Histoire Nouvelle, 4. 35. 2- 3. (%)

Sulpitius Severus, Life of St. Martin, in" A Select library of Nicene and post- (°)

Nicene fathers of Christian church, vol. 11, p. 13.

Orosius, Seven Books, 7. 34. @)
Orosius, the Seven books, 7. 34- 35; Pacatus Drepanus, panegyric to the Emperor (V)
Theodosius, 1% ed. Liverpool University press, U. K, 1987, 22, p. 34 for more
details see: Wolfram, Herwig. History of the Goths, Trans. Thomas J. Dunlap, 1%

ed. University of California press, Berkeley & Los Angeles, 1990, pp. 131- 132.
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