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Abstract

The federal union between Egypt and Syria was a unique experience,
despite its short life. This union lasted from (February 24™, 1958 till September
28"™ 1961), spanning the period of no more than three years and seven months.
The reason for the short lifespan of this union is due to the complicity of all the
forces hostile to the existence of the Arab nation and their intrusion from inside
and outside. The agreement of the Egyptian and the Syrian governments on
unity and the establishment of the United Arab Republic, undoubtedly
constitute an important historical event within the framework of the Arab
unitary experiences. The unity talks lasted for a short period, and the union took
place under the insistence of the military establishment and the pressure of the
Syrian masses. The “United Arab Republic” was considered the real name of
the unitary state that combined the “Republic of Egypt” and the ‘“Syrian
Republic.” On February 21%, President Gamal Abdel Nasser was elected as its
president, and on the 5™ of March 1958, its provisional constitution was
publicized.In the fifties and sixties of the twentieth century, the Arab region
witnessed an unprecedented political and social movement, and the Arab world
was characterized by a widespread national awareness. The Arab region also
witnessed deep interference from the outside. The conflict emerged between the
unitary Arab nationalist forces and the local, regional and international counter
forces. Western fears increased with the realization of the Egyptian-Syrian
unitary bond. This is due to the fact that the “United Arab Republic” became a
strong power that impeded the various external interventions and dangers in the
region, as each of the two Arab peoples (i.e. the Egyptian and the Syrian) went
through several circumstances that led each one of them to support the other.
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