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Abstract

Throughout this research, a topic of great importance to Douglas Walton
was extensively tackled and investigated. It is the theory of argumentation in the
legal and political fields. Together, these two fields occupy a major position in
argumentation. It can be argued that argumentation theory has evolved under
the umbrella of these two fields. In addition, it can be claimed that these are
extremely important and sensitive arenas. Politics is the field through which
people are ruled and led. Law is the means through which a society can achieve
justice. This leads to the protection of stability and continuity in this society.
Walton focused on the most significant fallacies associated with argumentation
in these fields, especially the fallacy of attacking a person and the fallacy of
manipulating power in order to appeal to people’s emotions. All these fallacies
rely on resorting to an external authority or manipulating the course of the
argumentative dialogue with the aim of evading the duties imposed by the
persuasive argumentation pattern that is supposed to be the common prevailing
pattern in such fields. The most important commitment that each party tries to
evade in adopting this fallacy is the commitment to the Burden of Proof. Walton
emphasized the importance of this factor as a guarantee for safe and integral
argumentative process, especially because this argumentative pattern can be
classified as the most common and widely-used persuasive argumentation
method in the fields of politics and law. The critical analytical methodology has
been adopted to analyze Walton’s views on argumentation in terms of politics
and law highlight the extent of its importance and its impact on the society.

Keywords: Argumentation; fallacy; inference; politics; law.
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