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Abstract

This study attempts to address the relationship between “Heterotopia”,
which  refers to transferring actual events  to another space, in Naguib
Mahfouz’s Afrah al-Qubbah (1981) and its relation to the social context in
which it was produced. The study depends on interdisciplinary theories,
especially those which assigned a great importance to place, which are related
to structuralism and post structuralism, depending on a qualitative method
to analyze the novel. The study has reached the following results:

- Place isnot only a physical space, but adiscursive one which helps in the
formation of the main characters’ social life.

- Theatrical stage, in the novel, is considered a “Heterotopia”, on which the eternal
conflict between fact/fantasy, good/evil, reality/dreams is embodied through
male and female characters.

- The novel has revealed the contradictions found in the Egyptian society in
the 60° and 70°as well as the values which prevailed in it during the same
period, which have been portrayed through the theatre as a heterotopic place

Keywords: Afrah al-Qubbah - Theater- Heterotopia.
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