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Abstract
Towards a Foundational Theory for Arabic Literary Criticism

This paper introduces a new, formal, elliptical method initiated to resolve the current

discord, resulting from the absence of a theory for Arabic literary criticism. It tries,

amongst other functions, to bridge the widening gab between theory and application, or

even principle and manifestation, as far as the textual properties are concerned, in a

flexible, yet methodical, system, introduced by Umar Nured Din. The system, which he

called “whzb " *a Spectrum”, is a structure of semantically interlacing vertical and horizontal

axes. This particular application is titled 'Elegy to Illuminatior', and introduces the main

vertical emanations of principal decisions in the Semitic Mind, namely: Divine, Cosmic,

Human and Satanic principles, that can extend horizontally as if in further digressions or
excursions from the principal order.

This study 1s restricted to the textual properties that take an elegiac form, yet seem to be
simple preexisting axioms and statements. They could be recited in two ways that illustrate
the diversity of the human mind that can normally diverge from, or converge to, an idea
embedded in its digressions, even when bound by the same reality. One can read them in
columns, one after the other, or in rows integrating the content of all columns into a
fabric. Visual data steps mto correlate dependencies and complementarities of axioms, so
that the possible and legitimate diversity is balanced as a whole.

The method used n this paper is to externally analyze; firstly the elegiac text then texts in
general, on three basic pillars that may assist the critic in assessing the generative power of
the literary work, namely: 1. its vocabulary, 2. its ideology, 3. its images. As for the first,
the elegy compiles specific groups of words to designate specific levels of creation and
manifestation.

The second pillar extends through subjects and notions that form the ideology of the elegy
and. thereby, determines relativities between the vertical four conditions that differ in their
subscquent digressions toward the manifested world, the Karma and inevitably extend to
Apunvy, the world of reward and punishment.

Then there s the third pillar, which is the referential imaging that qualifies the notions
expressed in the elegy. They could be classified to Abstract and Sensual, the dual
combination of which make four subcategories, AA, AS, SA, SS. Each of these types is
determined by virtue of its vertical division. They actually correspond to the principal
divisions: the Divine, the Cosmic, the Human, and the Satanic.

Both the word list and image list of the elegy have been nnalyzed in Appendix V. The main
application of the principles of the elegy for the purpose of criticism is dedicated to a
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compazative study of two great Andalusian Muwashahat for two grmt'nulhum' Ibn Arabi
and Shushtury, in the light of the above mentioned pillars which will show the capability of
the elegy to discern the eloquence of expression, and to reveal the charactensties of the
rehgous, soctal and psychological ambience in the text.

Fually, the ‘Elegy to lMllumination' seems to bo a purely Senitio and Arabio amalgam of
complex factors, that can still shine with meanings long overshadowed by heterogeneous
systems of ideology, that bear no relation to our cultural characteristics, and nught even
have corrosive effect on our own souls.

The original purpose of the development of this 'pattern’ was to trace the different lavels of
mterpretation and hermencutics that are dealt with in the process of translation of Suli
literature. 1t does not stop short at the unique properties of its text, but through myriads of
classifications that erupted in the course of human history, to position them at their level
of our own Onental scheme of thought.
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