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Mental disability (essence and characteristics)
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Abstract

Mental disability has been known since the oldest historical ages and the ways of
dealing with this problem have been different ever since then. Some people regarded
the mentally disabled is not a proper person for life and must be disposed of during
the Childhood stage. Others regarded the disabled one as a person that can be
remedied. In some ages, the class of governors and their children used disabled
people as a means of recreation and entertainment. This view was changed during
the Islamic age thanks to the Quran and the Hadith of the Prophet. During the
previous four decades caring for disabled people and their problems, have been
increased. This study surveys the historical treatment of this problem. It also deals
with underlining the difference between mental disability and mental illness. This
study examines also the causes of mental disability, classifying it into classes and
explains it's major characteristics. Such characteristics have been the direct cause of
the mentally disabled people's various problems which have been interacted with one
another influencing, as a result, the disabled person, his family, his environment and
his Society. The study concerns these problems and the challenges that face disabled
people.

Keywards: Mental disability — Essence - Characteristics
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