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Abstract: 
What is known about the architecture of palaces in Middle Maghreb before the Ottoman Age is often no more than historical 

anecdotes. Unlike religious buildings which enjoyed a sanctity that prevented attacking them, we find that palaces and other 

civil buildings were a target for vandalism by the public and neglect and destruction by new authorities. The palace represented 

the legitimacy, symbol and power seat of the State. 

There are no remains of the Idrisid Palace which they built in Agadir, and there are no architectural remains of their royal 

palace. Its destruction is an evidence of the diminution of sovereignty and the demise of their power and the legitimacy of their 

reign. At that time it was known as Dar Al-Ashraf. All that remained of the palaces built by the Marinids are the ruins of Dar 

Al-Fath in Mansoura and Al-Obad Palace near Tlemcen. The Zayyanid palaces were no better than their predecessors, as there 

are no remains of these numerous palaces which they built in Middle Maghreb, specially in Tlemcen, their capital city, such as 

Dar Al-Serour, Dar Al-Malik, Dar Abi Fahr and others, except for the remains of Al-Mashour Palace, the subject matter of this 

research, which was built by Yaghmurasen Ibn Zyan (633-681 H. / 1236-1263 A.D.), the founder of the Zayyanid dynasty. It 

continued as a seat of government till the fall of this State (962-1554 A.D.). This palace remained till the French occupied 

Tlemcen in 1836, and the colonial authority changed it, like other buildings of Al-Mashour, to a military barracks, which led to 

the destruction of the buildings of this Mashour, including palaces, lodgings, gardens and waterings. All that remained of Al-

Mashour were only its outer walls, the minaret of its mosque and the remains of the palace under study. 

Archaeological excavations were carried out in this palace during the period from 2003 to 2005, and from that date to 2011 it 

was subject to a repair project based on specialized studies, through which the palace was renovated and restored to its old 

shape as an important addition to the Zayyanid architecture, specially civil architecture. What makes the repair and renovation 

of this palace more important is the disappearance of the other palaces built by the sultans of this dynasty, and even the 

disappearance of the palaces built by the dynasties preceding the Zayyanid Age, as we have previously mentioned. 

This research aims at highlighting the important role of the archaeological excavations and repairs of Al-Mashour Palace. The 

research also included a descriptive and analytical study of this palace, something which no previous study has addressed. It 

also establishes the origin of its architectural layout. The research concluded that the layout of Al-Mashour Palace in Tlemcen 

is considered one of the oldest layouts of palaces in Islamic Maghreb, and that the appearance of Al-Andalusian character in the 

layout and decoration of this palaces, besides local Moroccan traditions, can be attributed to the participation of a number of 

Andalusian architects and craftsmen in building and decorating it, as Zayyanid sultans were keen on benefiting by them in their 

constructional and architectural projects.  
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