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Abstract

The urgent need to design or provide Base Maps in the world arose in the mid-eighties of
the last century, when the civil use of GIS programs began, whether at the level of
institutions, or public and private companies first, then at the individual personal level. This
need has increased more when the spread and diversity of applications of geographic
information systems projects in this century, as the base maps provide those projects with a
lot of information necessary to complete them, including information on: elevation, terrain,
streets, political borders, water network, roads, and centers Population, and others. That helps
prepare the necessary background for digital maps within GIS projects.

This study seeks to determine what and the types of modern basemaps, and the role they
play in supporting and developing applications of geographic information systems projects,
through various geographical data, modern and accurate, which they provide, and contribute
effectively to the creation of digital maps, and map layers, within Geographic Information
Systems projects, in all their topics and areas. This research also seeks to identify the sites and
entities that provide free modern basemaps on the World Wide Web, and to classify, evaluate,
and analyze them, so that any specialist or interested person can add them to his project, and
he can deal with them, and benefit from them in obtaining the necessary information from
them for his project, This will contribute strongly to the support and guidance of many

specialists to complete their projects required in GIS, in any field they wish.
Key words: basemaps, GIS projects.
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