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Abstract

The Egyptian decision to nationalize the Suez Canal on July 26, 1956 was a shock that the West
lost its balance due to the importance of the canal in general. This study attempts to shed light on the
Canadian position on the nationalization of the Suez Canal (26 July - 29 October 1956), through
several axes: First: The decision to nationalize the Suez Canal, Second: The First London Conference,
Third: the channel users association, Fourth, the Anglo-Indian talks, Fifth: Present the case to the
Security Council.
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Affairs, Confidential, Ottawa, September 10th,
1953, p. 16.
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(3) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 1, Middle East,
DEA/50134-40, Memorandum from Assistant
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs to
Acting Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Confidential, Ottawa, May 15th, 1956,

Interview With Ambassador Of Egypt, p. 7.
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(1) Documents on Canadian External Relations
( D.C.E.R. ):Vol. 19, Chapter I, Conduct OF
External Relations, Part 2, Diplomatic and
Consular Representation, Section D, Israel,
Egypt, Lebanon,Syria, DEA/11336-1-B-40,

Memorandum from European Division to

Acting Under-Secretary of State for External
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(%) D.C.E.R.:Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East and
The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section A,
Nationalization Of The Suez Canal, PCO,
Extract from Cabinet Conclusions, Secret,

Ottawa, August 7th, 1956, p. 82.
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James, R. Rhodes: Canada and the United Nations
Emergency Force, 1956-67, p. 10.
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(11) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East

and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section

A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,

DEA/50372-40, Secretary of State for External
Affairs to High Commissioner in United

Kingdom, Telegram J-1063, Top Secret.

Immediate, Ottawa, July 28th, 1956, p.76.
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(8) D.C.E.R. :Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, High Commissioner in United
Kingdom to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 996, Secret. Immediate,

London, July 27th, 1956, Suez Canal

Company, p. 74.
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(**) Ibid, High Commissioner in United Kingdom to
Secretary of State for External Affairs, Telegram
1009, Top Secret. Immediate, London, July
28th, 1956, Expropriation of Suez Canal CO., p.
77,

(20) Ibid, Secretary of State for External Affairs to
High Commissioner in United Kingdom,
Telegram J-1063, Top Secret. Immediate,
Ottawa, July 28th, 1956, p.76.
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(17) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle
East And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
PCO/E-38-1, Prime Minister of United
Kingdom to Prime Minister, Secret, London,
July 28th, 1956, p. 75.

(18) Ibid, DEA/50372-40, Secretary of State for
External Affairs to High Commissioner in
United Kingdom, Telegram J-1063,Top Secret.
Immediate, Ottawa, July 28th, 1956, p.76.
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(22) Ibid, PCO/E-38-1, Secretary of State for
External Affairs to High Commissioner in
United Kingdom, Telegram M-1064, Ottawa,
July 28th, 1956, Suez Canal Company, p. 78.

(23) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,

DEA/50372-40, Memorandum from Under-

Secretary of State for External Affairs to

Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret,

[Ottawa], July 30th, 1956, Assets OF The Suez

Canal Company In Canada, p.79.
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(21) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, Secretary of State for External
Affairs to High Commissioner in United
Kingdom, Telegram J-1063, Top Secret.
Immediate, Ottawa, July 28th, 1956, p.76.
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(26)PRO, Dominions Office (DO) 35/6314, Sir
Archibald Nye to Sir Gilbert Laithwaite,
Permanent Under-Secretary of State for

Commonwealth Relations, 1 August 1956.
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(29) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, Memorandum from Head,
Commonwealth and Middle East Division, to
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs ,

Secret, Ottawa, August 2nd, 1956, p. 81.
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(27)Foreign Relation of United States, (1955- 1957)
Vol. XVI, Doc. 150, Memorandum of a
Conversation, Dep. of State, Washington,
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(28)Aldrich, Winthrop: The Suez crisis A Footnote

To History, Foreign Affairs, Apr. 1976, Vol.
45, No.3, p. 542.
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Affairs to High Commissioner in United
Kingdom, Telegram M-1092, Secret. Most
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(36) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
PCO, Extract from Cabinet Conclusions,
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(58)D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, PART 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
PCO, Extract from Cabinet Conclusions,

Secret, Ottawa, August 29th, 1956, p. 88.
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(*) D.CE.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, Delegation to North Atlantic
Council to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 1443, Secret, Paris,
September 7th, 1956, p. 92.
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(60) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter |, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40m High Commissioner in India
to Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Telegram 503, Secret. Immediate, New Delhi,

1st, 1956, NATO

September Repeat

Delegation Paris; London; Paris; Permis;

Washington (Information), p. 89.
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(66) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East

and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section

A Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, High Commissioner in United
Kingdom to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 1200, Secret. Important,
London, September 3rd, 1956, Repeat Paris;

Washington (Information), p. 90.
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(69) Ibid, Delegation to North Atlantic Council, to
Secretary of State for External Affairs, Telegram
1425, Secret, Immediate, Paris, September 5th,
1956, p. 91.
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Secretary of State for External Affairs, Telegram
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(77) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
L.B.P./Vol. 37, Ambassador in United States to
Secretary of State for External Affairs, Telegram
1654, Secret. Immediate.,  Washington,
September 12th, 1956, p. 93.
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Washington, 2nd Sep. 1956, p. 355
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(79) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
L.B.P./Vol. 37, Ambassador in United States
to Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Telegram 1654, Secret. Immediate.,

Washington, September 12th, 1956, p. 93.
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(88) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2,Suez Crisis, Section
A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
L.B.P./Vol. 37, Embassy in France, to Secretary
of State for External Affairs, Telegram 650,
Secret. Most Immediate, Paris, September 14th,

1956, p. 95.
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(91) Ibid, Delegation to North Atlantic Council to
Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Telegram 1520, Secret. Immediate, Paris,
September 17th, 1956, p. 96.
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(97) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization OF The Suez Canal,
DEA/8508-40, Extract from Weekly Divisional
Notes, NO.37, Secret, Ottawa, September 24th,
1956, Part A, the Middle East, the Second Suez
Conference and Related Developments in the

Canal Dispute, p. 97.
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D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/8508-40, Extract  from  Weekly
Divisional Notes, NO.37, Secret, Ottawa,
September 24th, 1956, Part A, The Middle
East, The Second Suez Conference and
Related Developments in the Canal Dispute, p.
97.

(96 ) Aldrich, W. Winthrop: The Suez Crisis A
Footnote To History, Foreign Affairs, April
1976, Vol. 45, No.3, p. 545.
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(102) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
A, Nationalization of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, Memorandum from Under-
Secretary of State for External Affairs to
Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret,

Ottawa, September 27th, 1956, p. 100.
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(103) Ibid, L.B.P./\Vol. 37, High Commissioner in
United Kingdom to Secretary of State for
External Affairs, Telegram 1328, Top Secret
and Personal, Immediate, London, September
27th, 1956, p. 101.
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(107) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22 , Chapter I, The Middle
East And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
102., L.B.P./Vol. 37, High Commissioner in
United Kingdom to Secretary of State for
External Affairs, Telegram 1338, Top Secret
And Personal. Most Immediate, London,
September 28th, 1956, following for the
Minister only repeat only from Robertson, p.

102.
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(111) Ibid, Secretary of State for External Affairs to
High Commissioner in United Kingdom,
Telegram M-1240, Ottawa, September 29th,
1956, p. 104.
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(109) Ibid, High Commissioner in United Kingdom
to Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Telegram 1339, Top Secret and Personal.
Immediate, London, September 29th, 1956, p.
103.

(110) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle
East And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
L.B.P./Vol. 37, High Commissioner in United
Kingdom to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 1339, Top Secret and
Personal. Immediate, London, September 29th,

1956, p. 103.
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(113) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,
DEA/50372-40, Permanent Representative to
United Nations to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 755, Secret. Important,

Canadian Eyes Only, New York, September

25th, 1956, p. 99.
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(121)D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East
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A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal, 99,
DEA/50372-40, Permanent Representative to
United Nations to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram 755, Secret, Important,
Canadian Eyes Only, New York, September
25th, 1956, p. 99 .
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(128) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter |, The Middle East

and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
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State for External Affairs to High Commissioner
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(125) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle

East and The Suez Crisis Part 2, Suez Crisis,

Section A, Nationalization Of The Suez Canal,

PCO, Extract from Cabinet Conclusions,
Secret, Ottawa, October 18th, 1956, p. 105.
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Important, Ottawa, October 29th, 1956, p. 106.
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Telegram M-1311, Secret. Most Immediate,
Ottawa, October 30th, 1956, p. 108.

(136) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter |, The Middle East
and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section
B, Invasion Of Egypt and Creation OF The
United Nations Emergency Force, PCO/I-60-
2(a), Prime Minister of United Kingdom to
Prime Minister, Top Secret and Personal,

London, October 30th 1956, p. 110.
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(134) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle
East and The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section B, Invasion of Egypt and Creation of
The United Nations Emergency Force, DEA /
50134-40, Secretary of State for External
Affairs, To Ambassador in United States,
Telegram G-1418, Secret, Most Immediate,
Ottawa, October 30th, 1956, p. 107 .

(135) Ibid, Secretary of State for External Affairs

to High Commissioner in United Kingdom,
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(137) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle
East And The Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section B, Invasion Of Egypt And Creation Of
The United Nations Emergency Force, PCO/1-
60-2(a), Prime Minister to Prime Minister of
United Kingdom, Top Secret And Personal,
Ottawa, October 31st, 1956, p. 113.
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D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle East and

The Suez Crisis, Part 1, Middle East,
DEA/12076-40, Memorandum from Deputy
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs to
Acting Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Secret, Ottawa, May 2nd, 1956, Request For

Five Additional Canadian Military Observers
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(140) D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle
East and the Suez Crisis, Part 2, Suez Crisis,
Section B, Invasion of Egypt and Creation of
the United Nations Emergency Force,

L.B.P./Vol. 39, High Commissioner in United

Kingdom to Secretary of State for External

Affairs, Telegram 1501, Top Secret and

Personal, Most Immediate, London, November

1st, 1956, p. 118.
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to Acting Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Confidential, Ottawa, May 15th, 1956,
Interview With Ambassador of Egypt, p. 7.

(146) Ibid, Vol. 21, Chapter VI, Middle East, Part 3,
Egypt, Section B, Visit of Secretary of State for
External Affairs to Cairo, November 10-12,

Memorandum  of

1955, DEA/50134-40,

conversation with Prime Minister of Egypt,

Secret, Cairo, November 11th,1955
Conversation With Colonel Gamal Abdel
Nasser, Prime Minister of Egypt, Cairo,

November 10, 1955, p.568., 1236-38.
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With The United Nations Truce Supervision

Organization In Palestine, p. 5.
(143) The Year Book of the United Nation 1956,

. 29.
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(145)D.C.E.R.: Vol. 22, Chapter I, The Middle

East and the Suez Crisis, Part 1, Middle East,

DEA/50134-40, Memorandum from Assistant

Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs
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Secretary of State for
Commonwealth Relations and the
Canadian High Commissioner, 15
August 1956
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1- Documents on Canadian External

Relations (D.C.E.R.)
Vol. 19

Vol. 21,
Vol. 22,
2- - Canadian Parliamentary:

- Canadian Parliamentary: House of

Commons, 22nd Parliament, 3rd
Session, August 6, 1956.

- Canadian Parliamentary: House of

Commons, 22nd Parliament, 3rd
Session, July 28, 1956.

3- - Foreign Relation of United
states
4- (1955-1957) Vol. XVI
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F. 0. 371/118902, JE 1094/12, 1
St November, 1956.

F.O. 407/ 235, No 30, (5),
Record of a Conversation
between the Secretary of State
and the Indian High
Commissioner at No. 1 Carlton
Gardens, Secret Tel, No. 133,
August 6, 1956.

F.O. 407/ 235, No 30, Tel. No.
378, From Foreign Office, First
Suez Canal Conference Held In
London to Addis Ababa and

certain other posts, August (15-

24), 1956.

PRO, Dominions Office (DO)
35/6314, Sir Archibald Nye to
Sir Gilbert Laithwaite,
Permanent Under-Secretary of
State  for  Commonwealth
Relations, 1 August 1956.

PRO, PREM 11/1094, Record
of a Conversation between the
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