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The Arab Agricultural Development AS An
‘Entrance To Arab Economic Integration
and .-Facing Regional Economic Blocks.
By
Dr. Ahmed.Hussein Abd Elbakl

Head of samplmg Research Division ‘
- Agricultural Economics Research Institute-
Agricultural Research Center

Abstract .

) The main ob]ecnve of this research is to study the Arabi»
Entrance To the Arab Economic = Agricultural dgvelopmeqt as an
Integration and Facing The regional economic blocks . The study has
included three -~ sections . The first section deals with the main
agricultural resources in the Arab countries . The study showed that
total cultivated area is about 68.9 ‘million hectars . And there are
about 129.6 million hectars that can be cultivated , but they are not
used. The available water resources are about 247.24 milliar qubic
meter but the quantity used is 65% Only . The total agricultural
labour force is about 29.3 million persons , representing about 39.6%
of total labour force in the Arab countries in 1997,

The second section has included the Arab agricultural foreign
trade . The study showed that the Arab balance of Agricultural trade
deficit was about 16.627 milliar American dollars in the year 1997 .
The Arab self sufficiency Ratio was low for several food commodities.

The study showed that there is a food ghp for most of the food
commodities in the Arab countries .

The third section deals with the Arab Agricultural development |
- as an Entrance to Arab Economic Integration , and facing the
regional economic blocks .



