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Study of the Features of Social Misery in the Poetry of
the Mamluk Era: The Satirical Description of Housing
of Two Poets (Ibn Al-Amma 692 AH, And Ibn Daniel
710 AH) as a Case Study

Abstract

This research examines one of the literary phenomena
indicative of social misery in the Mamluk rule, and this
phenomenon was manifested in the ironic description of housing.
This research analyzed the most prominent causes of poverty
during the Mamluk rule as a crucial approach to investigating
misery, and its most prominent manifestations among the poets of
the era describing clothing, food, and the well-being of children.
Afterward, the research examined misery in housing-describing
between two Mamluk poets; lbn al-Amma, d. 692 AH, and Ibn
Daniel, d. 710 AH, through several themes in which this misery has
been addressed, most notably the convergence of the axes in two
discourses, as well as their introduction. Furthermore, describing
the house from the inner space with its insects, reptiles, vermin, and
exotic birds, as well as describing its furniture such as mats,
bedding, etc. Lastly, the description also tackles the socio-
economic condition of its inhabitants.

Finally, the research sheds light and raises crucial questions
regarding the purpose of the inhabitants' hope in this life and the
Hereafter since peace in the world has become a distant hope.
Keywords: Mamluk Era, Mamluk Poetry, Description, Irony,
Social Life, Insects.
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