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Argumentative Mechanisms in ‘Majma‘ul- Ahya’i’ of
Al ‘Aqqad: a pragma-dialectical study

Abstract:

This study attempts to explore the argumentative mechanisms that
‘Abbas Mahmud Al ‘Aqqad employs in his book “Majma‘ul-
Ahyaa” and uttered by its characters, who express the conflict of
passions, values and contradictory concepts about life.

The study makes use of the procedural tools of the pragma-
dialectical theory, which has been established by Frans H. van
Eemeren and Rob Grootendorst in the eighties of the twentieth
century. The pragma-dialectical theory studies the argumentative
practices in their context, so they combined the descriptive
pragmatic component with the normative logical component. It also
studies the simple and complex illocutionary acts in relation to their
persuasive function, and studies argumentative schemes and
fallacies in light of the standards of adherence to or violation of the
rules of discussion.

The study begins with an explanation of these tools in its theoretical
section, before applying them to the text of the book in the practical
section.

Keywords: ‘Abbas Mahmiud Al ‘Agqqad, Majma‘ul- Ahya’i,
Pragmatics, Argumentation, Pragma-Dialectical Theory.
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