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Character in Risalat al-Tawabi‘ wa-al- zawabi*

(Types — Dimensions - narrative technique)

Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Elshawadfy
Faculty of Arts - Taif University- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Abstract

Abu Ammer Ahmed ibn Shuhayd, is an outstanding poet
and writer in the Andalusian literature. With his talent and
creative ability, he could produce literary masterpieces such as
Risalat al-Tawabi‘ wa-al- zawabi‘ is one of them. It was brought
to the attention of critics by Ibn Bassam al-Shintrini; when he
collected some of its chapters in his anthology "Dhakhira fi
mahasin ahl al-Jazira".

It is a fairy tale which took place in The Jinn's Valley (Wadi
al-Jinn), whose leader, Zohair ibn Nomair, was a gareen from the
bravest Jinn's tribe. It was written by Ibn Shahid as respond to his
enviers and opponents, showing his position in writing and poetry.
Furthermore, presenting a number of critical and literary issues;
through a group of jinn.

The narrative character is one of the most important
elements in the story script, consequently the research deals with
the structure of character in Risalat al-Tawabi‘ wa-al- zawabi®
through three main points.

The first studies the different types of characters such as:
the main character (protagonist), the minor character, the
memorial character, the guided character and the central character.
The second point deals with the various dimensions of character
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such as: physical, psychological, social, cultural and intellectual
dimensions. The third one clarifies the character and the narrative
techniques. So, it was divided into four main elements related to
the character which are: the linguistic formation, the Setting and
the plot.

Thereupon, the narrative description and dialogue were
clearly reflected in Risalat al-Tawabi‘ wa-al- zawabi‘® from its
artistic construction through its language and the interaction
between characters to create the plot over place and time
elements.

keywords: Character - Types — Dimensions - narrative technique.
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