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Abstract

Generally speaking, pleasure is one of the requirements for
whose sake man varies his experiences. Plato dealt with this
concept through explanation and analysis in his various dialogues.
Accordingly, the paper is entitled: “The Critical Attitude of the
Concept of Pleasure in Plato’s Dialogues.” This paper discusses the
concept and nature of pleasure through the Platonic dialogues,
pointing out how Plato was a critic of the extremist pleasure
doctrine that makes pleasure the ultimate end of life and the
measure for both values and moral judgments. It also explains how
Plato's concept of pleasure developed in his later dialogues than in
his early ones that distinguish between good and pleasure in order
for man to reach the peak of happiness upon his connection with
the ultimate truth. However, in his later dialogues, Plato speaks
with more objectivity and balance, giving pleasure an important
role in the process of balancing the individual physically and
psychologically.

Also, | discussed the relationship Plato sees between pleasure
and pain, self-control, and rule systems. Plato claims the pleasure
should be controlled; otherwise it might lead to despair in search
for the infinite. Plato was heavily criticized for his views. While
many philosophers believe that pleasure is the only motive for
human behavior, Plato believes it to be not the single one.

Keywords: pleasure, good, pain, wisdom, happiness.
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