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Study of the Hadith of Creation and Determination

Abstract

The subject of this study is about a hadith narrated by Abdullah bin
Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased with him, who reported that Allah's
Messenger (&) said: “Verily the creation of each one of you is

brought together in his mother’s womb for forty days in the form of
a nutfah (a drop), then he becomes an alagah (clot of blood) for a
like period, then a mudghah (morsel of flesh) for a like period, then
there is sent to him the angel...”

From the sentences of this hadith, it is understood that the stages of
creating the fetus from the sperm to the clot to the embryo (drop to
clot of blood to lump of morsel of flesh) happens in one hundred
and twenty days; which contradicts the facts of modern science.

Therefore, some researchers opined that this contradiction can be
staved off by the text of another narration of this hadith, which is
the narration of Imam Muslim in his Sahih, which states: “Verily
the creation of each one of you is brought together in his mother’s
womb for forty days in the form of a nutfah (a drop), then he
becomes an alagah (clot of blood) in the same way in the same
period, then a mudghah (morsel of flesh) in the same way in the
same period.” This narration of Muslim states that all three phases
occur within forty days; therefore, it should have priority over the
narration of Al-Bukhari and others.

No doubt that judging one narration to be sounder than another has
specific rules adopted by Hadith scholars. The most important of
such rules is to gather the hadith chains of transmission and study
them with the texts of the hadith. This is what should be performed
before judging one narration to be sounder than another. From this
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viewpoint, | decided to study this hadith according to the rules of
Hadith science in order to reach a correct conclusion.

In this study, | followed the inductive approach in gathering the
narrations, then analyzing the narrations of this hadith and either to
combine them together or judge which is sounder among them and
the hadith of Abu Sarihah Hudhayfa bin Usayd, may Allah be
pleased with him,

In order to have an integrated study, | thought to consider how the
fugaha dealt with the practical aspect; especially in light of the facts
that do not agree with their common understanding that the embryo
stage (morsel of flesh) that precedes the creation of the fetus and
the soul being breathed in it is in the third forty days.

Keywords: Creation and determination, Fetus stages, sperm, clot,
embryo,Breath in soul, Miscarriage, Hadith of Ibn Mas’ud: Verily
the creation of each one of you is brought together .
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