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A Geographical Analysis of the Population Situation
and its Developmental Implications in Egypt

Mohamed Shawky Mohamed Nassef
Assistant Professor at the Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts — Mansoura University
Abstract:

The study aims to shed light on the demographic, economic,
and social conditions in Egypt, and the changes that have occurred
in recent decades by measuring some indicators that reveal the
extent of the challenges that stand in the way of exploiting those
development opportunities.

The study relied on several approaches, the most important of
which are: the fundamentalist approach, the descriptive analytical
approach and the economic one in addition to population analysis
methods such as estimates and the exponential equation for
calculating population growth and others.

The study resulted in several results, the most important of
which are:

- The continuous increase in the size of Egypt’s population, from
about 30 million people in 1966 to more than 102 million people
in 2020.

- An increase in the dependency ratio from 55% to 62% in the
period (2006-2020) due to the relative decline in the size of the
middle age group (15, for less than 65 years) since 2006.

-The unemployment rate rose to 11.8% in 2017, due to the
repercussions of the global financial crisis on the Egyptian
economy since 2008, and the influx of foreign direct investment
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was affected by the political events that followed the January
2011 revolution.

The study made some recommendations, the most important
of which are:

- Expediting the reduction of fertility rates that exceed 3 children
per woman of reproductive age by correcting false religious
beliefs, and enacting laws that contribute to the implementation
of serious plans to control fertility levels.

- Activating the role of the private sector in integrating females
into the labor market, taking care of their children during
working hours, providing transportation to overcome the
difficulty of moving to work, and enabling women to acquire
technical skills that qualify them to access different markets.

Keywords: Population situation, demographic indicators,
economic indicators, social indicators.
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