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Stonemason’s role in battles and military conquests during the
Ayyubid and Mamluk periods in Egypt and the Levant
(567-923 AH/1171-1517AD)

Abdullah Ahmed Hammam Abdul Majeed

Abstract:
This research covers the effective role played by the

stonemasons and excavators in Ayyubid and Mamluk periods in
battles and military conquests, especially during the crusades, by
attacking the Crusader castles and fortresses in the Levant. The
stonemasons and excavators were responsible for facilitating
breaking through the walls of these strong castles by drilling and
demolishing these walls with their machinery. In turn, this enabled
the army or the military conquests to break through the walls,
attack and destroy the fortresses.

The research is subdivided into preamble and two key
sections. About the preamble, | covered the two classes of the
stonemasons and excavators, the nature of their places, their
brilliance in scientific areas and so on.

In the first section, | discussed the role of the stonemasons
and excavators in Ayyubid and period through conquering
Elahzan, Tiberias and Ashkelon fortresses, destroying the strong
castles, military arrangements for battles, fortifying the Islamic
fortresses and castles and accompanying the military conquests.

For the second section, | tackled the role of the stonemasons
during the Mamluk period; especially, through the naval
expeditions, their missions related to military conquests, repairing
roads and so forth, and their role with strife and internal discord
across with some crashes between the princes.

Keywords: Builders, excavators, battles, military campaigns,
Ayyubbid, Mameluke.
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