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Characteristics of Islamic art

Zainab Abdul Hamid Abdul Latif Osman
A Researcher in Islamic Philosophy
Abstract

The Islamic art, in its essence, has come stemming from the
doctrine of monotheism in Islam and therefore it was based on the
principle of abstraction and departed from anthropomorphism. The
Islamic artist has divested all that his sight fell on to avoid reality
simulation, all that was voluptuous and evanescent in life trying to reach
the absolute certainty. As he found that he would never match the supreme
truth “God” despite reaching the highest degree of simulation and
accuracy, unlike the Greek art which was mainly based on simulation and
the principle of anthropomorphism in its art.

The Islamic art has included several features and characteristics
that appeared in its art. For example, we find the Muslim artist who
achieved repetition in his decorations, moving away from monotony and
boredom, which made his art and decorations beautiful and elegant. He
also used rhythm in his artistic work, and was inspired by everything that
revolves around him, which gave him a kind of movement and rhythm,
which appeared clearly in the Islamic Art. Islamic art was also
distinguished by unity in its art, as if Islamic art was the product of one
artist, but we do not find any work similar to the other, so it was
distinguished by its diversity and richness, and despite the departure of
Islamic art from imitation, it was not without the features of realism.

In this research, the researcher illuminates most important
characteristics that distinguish Islamic art from other arts, and they are
represented in "diversity - distance from luxury - departure from
anthropomorphism - abstraction - repetition - rhythm - filling the blank -
realism."

Keywords: Islamic Art - diversity - distance from luxury - departure
from anthropomorphism - abstraction - repetition - rhythm - filling the
blank - realism
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