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Radwa Historical Meeting and its Influence on the Political
Situations in the Arab World 1364H/1945: A Documentary
Historical Study
By
Khalifah Bin Abdul Rahman Al-Masaud
Associate Professor of Modern and Contemporary Htstory
Qassim University
Abstract:

In Safar 10" 1364H, comcldmg January 24" 1945, the
Radwa Meeting between King Abdul Aziz Al-Saud and King
Farouk it was held to lay the foundations of the Saudi-Egyptian
relations during the first half of the Twentieth century. A
convergence in the two monarchs' points of view was visible.
Many issues were discussed: bilateral relations and Arab unity,
and responsible attitudes towards the Palestinian problem and
the World War II were adopted.

The international and Arab political attention paid to the
meeting was evidence of the high rank the two monarchs
reached in the political arena as well as in the super powers
estimation. The meeting also revealed the major political role
they could play not just in their countries but the whole Arab
world as well.

Through this meeting, they were able to establishment of
.the Arab League and fight for the Palestinian rights in front of
those powers. Another result of this meeting was that both
countries became founding members of the United Nations. In
this phase, it can be said that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
Egyptian Kingdom acquired great political and economic
importance since the first half of the twentieth century and
made them represent a corner stone in the politics of the Arab
world during this important historical period.
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Re 11.50 c.m. #lat January, 1945,

/.

R dcss: tch No. 1389 orf <und Jenuary [King FRTOuX
und Ibn Swus ?

Eiggpt.lun Prime Minist<r told me this woralng that
he had boen on{»osec\ 1o this meeting and that he hac
2van ralsed with King.¢@arouk the desirability of
canucll,&r\% it, Iut &ing Farouk had repressnted that
that would ‘bs impoasible in view of the claborete
orepavations that hed bzsen msdes by King Ibn Seud for
hig recention: Azzem Bey had also repregented on his
return from Jedda that King Ibn Saud would have been
much of fended,

S, Ahmed Maher Pasha emphasised that the visit
wies purely "officieuss" and w1tk Azzam Pasha he hoped
0 harm would be dons. .

3. It is interesting that His i':y.écllc:xcy' should
845 hove hwd prezeisely the same nmiagiving as I hed,
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THFVEICAT = 007 13 BU PR IHCLD vnoioCviPaisoacit wi tuety Viimilsicve -

tract Uram the "Uma wl Guire® of Sabryary “ni,

whe hisbovical weeting at indlaeu.

W Nave veg
oy al pirwen:

vead thie Followicg official acomnmanignés Crom i

0. G-

Qtfictel Com
iita Rajesty Nng Farouk raturnsd (ron idsding ‘on daturany

morning after performing the “"Siwven” and the fridoy prayur st

MWadina, arkl waa scen off by the Novernmant and the yeopls.

Lt

HL tajasty arcived at the itoyal Tamp ot tadhwe an ths sf'terncon

o1 the sume day. The lr liajcotise the two Kings exchanged viastts
and then proceadad to 1is Ma v Xing Parouk'g camp whiere he
took dinner with Hin Mejeaby Ming Abdul Atz and Thelr Royul
Highnessen the Py ran of the {tonan o€ Saud. Hin Megeaty Ving
Farouk then toak Avab coffae at the gamp of Hig Majxsly Ving
AbAul Azlz, end ranuined until midnight convermsing with iy

. Wajenty. Yt wag indeed o grrlenaid and wont glurious nignt (n
tho nlstory of the Areta.

ntjué Ko, t.

Lo weBle Xings wet et tl wsamy of
{ Wuagesty Wlng Parouk wshers 0 logaaosnlve: cearmachy o#swn he ld,
dustioy wntei tha Cellowing tor pFluce -

Bt
also o

A T
s o A
wrouk prosentaed
hamaod ALl

e Lwn reyad

@i L udy
=i et

M td g,
Toa e bwa
wersnony  f1n wh
carticiated.
st arre wion o
Arabin.

St : W Fluges e
D

An & rlitraey
LYt lon navy
Lhe Irlandsaii,.
oot Daudt

LWalweon Epypi aod the

Royal
A rmaamig

0 trivel poredu in whteh
“the warriors bews
songa AN honsur ol
parsde onded at 11.00
‘Thetr Royel Nighnoussn
awning. Mia e lrsthy apska ~Lbh

a8t tha parade, A ploture was %Shsn

Pmesiara of L he
tpinesses the

..
LILG AL
T

were wealitl
Al regsed his dn

twicun ¥4 A Majoewltly wit! el Royal liighnenacs tha Amits. The
ruiEal T Bt 1.30 pai, with 11is Majewaty King Abdul
hrulz, royai foewlly, snd the msultos of the twn

snarchiae. After taking Aaradb cuvfloe 18 tajesty King Parcout

Lot ov the Barboupr auscompanied By lls Majaaty King ADAUl Asiz.

Thay tuck affectionsto leave cof each othor and expressed thety .

-3 e for many othoe meoetingil. Phey o isured esch other that thay

stinue te rwintain effestionnte and Criendly reletimmse

Chenmsatlves gmd their cocantvies. Fhes 11re of the royal

famtly coponied thelr roysl guant Lo the yasht which ok Loy «
Lrmn Rodhwa herbour uat 4.30 pem.

2
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[THIS TELEGRAM IS OF PARTCICULAR SECRECY AND SHOULD BE NETAINBD
BY THR AUTHORISED RH)IE'I]:'.NT AND NOT PASSED ON),

"l\s_..,

[CYFHER] WAR_CABINET LISTRIBUTION,

FROM: JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.
Mr. Jordan. - D, 12,40 p.m, Fsbruary 2nd, 1945.
No, 87, .

Tobruary 2nd, 1946. . R. 4.}15 p.m. February 2nd, 19435,

napalr.ed to K.E. ll%
Cai Ambassador)} (ld E. Min-please pnss as Dy
. tolegram flo. 22)

Befrut s SAVING,
Jerugalem ]

1 RTANT.

My telegram No. b5,

Ibn Ssud prsfaced his aceount of his copversallon
at Yanbo with:an appreciation of Xing Farouk's charaqter.
{6 sald that he was convinced thlt he ‘had a good heart and
was intelligent, Bzsing young he 8 not unnaturally’

.imruloive ond impressbomblc He thouaht with proper
hantidling howsver he would develop into a wise ruler.

2. Dburin his conversaticn with King Farouk lbn Ssud
1n.u'onsed on m ths value of the Britigh connextion. Speaking
in gensral terms Ibn Saud sskad him from whom else sould ha
axpact to recelve the he}p which he and hie fathers had
receivad frowm lits Majeaty's fJovermment. To whott did he
one ' indspondonce of his countrg its sgricultural and
indurtrinl devsalopne=nt AL no 6 Great Britain? He pointed
out the &ni)ort.ant cgrlp\\ianl sltion of Lf; t situated ny _
1t was at _the world's crops rongg nnd snid L the country
' wealth and ¥oaition was the envy nl ra who, could they
got pogsession of it would enshve tha f{pt;nn gecpla rather
hen sncourage their fresdom as Grolt Br ne. Mo added
that Fing Ferouk knaw how Mahmoud had treated his fathers anrg
?iuted out how Nahas Pagsha would have treated him had it not
een for the British and the Xing's proumpt sotion. -

He commended Xing Farouk to gut his btrust in God who hed -
chosen hin for '.hu high position whi he occupias and then
1n Hias Majesty'a Government, He was notl to place groat relisnce

1 his Minintox-s nnd sdvisarp, who, uwany of them, had thelr own
‘nrticulu- sxs to grind, such _as Nahas Pasha. he Xing was
to NII ou himself sa Ifn Saud had done lnd maintain close
and frlendly relations with tis Msjesty's Government,
Abdurrahmen’ Azzum who wes m‘rtn;; ncxt. to le Majesty Xe
with two fongues, ons prelsing e Aritish as occasion ae'mnded
and. the other condem‘lng nxc.., g&id Ibn Raud,
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the suthorisesd recipient and not pussed on
[CYPItaf ) WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION . .
FROM CAIRO TO FOREISN OFFICE
Loxd Killearn. - D. 18.46 p.m. GMT. BLh Fabruury 1D485.
Noy 278, - R. 85.0G p.m. BST. 8th Pebruary 1048.
7th Fam.\m'ry 1948. . .
0:0:0:0 :

CONFIVENTIAL

I was recelved in audiencs by King Ferouk this aftermoon vhen
I congratulated him on his safe retuin last week.

2. 1 told HAs Majesty that I was sure you would be glad to

reccive un¥ information he felt disposed to give about his talka

with King Ibn Seud. .

8. King Faronk who wuas o5t regponsivs sald that the visit had

Lzen a iret\t success from all points of view. He had been

1imaensely impressed by K.lnﬁ 1bn Saud even more than he had

expsctad. Nothing of real Llapourtencs had passsd, The prine

adbject had bsen "uns visita de cennaissance.™ Hlg Majesty had

also been very enxious to be at Medins for Fridey prayers. For

this Yerbo had been most sonvenient locality. #a;n Arabisu had ,
been discussed in general tzrms but mainly in connexion with Syrian

affuirs ragarding which Ibn Saud nad imperted his views. King

ifurouk had had no special views save genernl hope that matters

might soon be arranged and especially that Frunce should not be

tuo intransigeant. That was the only “affalre du jour” that wus ’
nentioned. 'he rest was mainly "politesses” end coffeel But p
Ibn $aud had emphasised his great Iriendship with Greet Britein

in regeard to which King Farouk filly reciprocated, On leaving

King Furvuk had given King Ibn Seud a stending invitaticn to

retuin virit at any tims but pernonally he doubted the likelihood

of it teking place.

4. His Majesty, with a laugh, put Ibn Saud's ege at 76 though
he only ednitted to 856:

5. Above record is as dictated verbutim by King Farvuk.

O0.T.F.
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EMBASAT
Catre
Adnd Jununry,

AB/IER LN Bz T

Hatan WahTa.jrudl Miciater in London. during hia pas-
Grge through Catroe, teld the Orisental Ccunsellor that hae nsd
bLuen inatrusted by King Ibn Saud %o praceed st osnze %o Fawuii
Arndia in apite cf the fact that ho had asked to ullowel to
iuggags arevived Trom London e t»
an hils variy (dnporturs mighe
meati Lotweon King Ipn Swud &nd
id e folt rathar wnamppy aboat
~wnan wWronyg thnt nig Favouk eh

the

wocompantad L sien
~ masne or King
finfen in c X Fuag nwxa
laad ¢

tav Ris
then

3 i

maiy K.l..r Fuud undaretand chat
1leas Mo wavs M- ed by Gnvwat Vaana.

o e

hat ot
sLrecriy

tween
P tor wo, of »
AiL wharean w~xu ars not
shvinurly wae destcal:la ihat o rex
. fintater ehouid mzconmparny King Faroui. wis n-Lz.u'..
©f kavwledgs of otrerwlme, muks =damismer

AT heatintion I

ane 20 fngoera
cant T
ecinnm or Lo iatrude,
my brnoughs privately t Faaha,
yrotagt ring Farouk el wan
ty should be accoempa Uy Eame reaDL
te advise him, {7 necuvneary, o any points wini
the conversationn. Urberwise Him Majenty might be taken at a
i ntags, and De raapansitle E ke
viaw . by sucr
Miniate rdon hiad nar
zoannes tion
wollia wish

.
Vhig mesting.
Hujeany to be

cuch ciraumst
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