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Art and Society of Plato
An Aesthetic and analytic Study

Dr. Ayman Abdallah Shendy
Lecturer of Greek Philosophy
Qena Faculty of Arts,
South Valley University

¥

Summary
The research in the philosophy of Plato (427- 347 BC) enriches

the human thought; even the deepness of the opinions, the fertility
of ideas and the smoothness of the style clearly appear to its
researcher. His own philosophical opinions vary in different
fields whether through his researching in the Ontology,
Epistemology, or Aixology. This denotes that the ripe stage of
Plato is one of the important stages in the Greek thinking in
which the philosophical opinions varied between those
suggesting the constancy and unityd behind things and those who
suggest the change and growying, and the reflection of all these
things on the philosophy of cognition in those who suggest the
mental cognition or the sensitive cognition, and the reflection
of this vision on the Aixology research specially in the Art and
Aesthetic philosophy.

The Sophistical thinking is considered one of the important
trends that aroused the platonic thinking the thing that had the
first influence on the execution of his professor (Socrates 469 -
399 BC); when his professor tried 'to build the cognitive
objectivity and the constant mental concepts. From this
" principle, Plato viewed to complete his professor's way against
the Sophistical uprising which was a threatening danger to the
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Greek society and its M_'Orals. So tnar, riato concentratea on
studying and erecting the Utopia in which the powerful support
of constancy Exist and he put through this work his own
phllosophlcal opmlons in Art, politics

. - The first target of Plato was keeping the values and principles
of the Greek society against any thinking movement that tries to
dismantle the A moralities within it. From this point, the
researcher wanted to study the Art philosophy of Plato and to
demonstrate the degree of its connection to the society on the base
that the best target of the philosophy is its close inevitable
connection with the society.

The reéearcher, through this dissertation, asks a group of
questions to reach the demonstration and to criticize Plato’ s point
of view. These questions are:

1. What is Plato’s view of the aesthetic value and its
importance to the individual and the society? '

2. What is Plato's point of view towards the arts existing in his
society at that time whether music, poetry, sculpture,
address, or photograph?

3. Is there any relation between Plato's art and the essence of
his philosophy? '

4. What is the relation between the love philosophy of Plato
and the self and his aesthetic view?

EJ"I

What are the most important axes that Plato focused on in
his criticism on art and what is the certain method to reach
an art that respects the society and morals?

6. What is target of Plato in his research in art?.

/7. What are the most .important regulations drown by Plato to-
: keep his aesthetic v1swn"
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Art and Society of Plato - An Aesthetic and analytic Sludy

From this philosophical background, the researcher wanted to

study_the aesthetic vision of Plato using the analytlc method to

reach Plato's vmon that hides behind the smoothness of hlS style,
and the deepness of his analytic phllosophy From this pomt the

researcher studles the following: S

* First: Studymg the aesthetic value of Plato in order to stand on
the concept of the aesthetic sense of him and-its function
in the service of the society and manners. '

* Secondly: étudying Plato's attitude. towards art and this is
throu"gh approaching the art of his age and clarifying his
philosophical point of view through two points of views;
the first shows the merits of the arts and its devefopment
and the other shows the shortcomings that he refused.
The most important of these arts are musxc, poetry,
photograph, sculpture, and addressing.

* Thirdly: Studying the dialectic relation between love, aesthetic,
and cognition to demonstrate, according to Plato, the
degfee of connection between the art and the essence of
his philosophy, and to show the metaphx sical value of
love.

* Fourthly: Studying the dogmatic method of Plato inh order to
delimit the structural side of Plato's philosophy of art
throuigh the theory of mimicry and the theory of
inspiration and the fine art support.

* Fifthly: Studying the teleology in the phiiosophy of Plato to show
his point of view towards his far target he aims at

. reaching. ' .

* Sixty: Studying Plato's concept of censoring the art to show the
degree of philosopher's caring about the continuity of
his methodology- in searching for the best method and

C !
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the finest way to practice art and to keep this and
legislating it by the state.

* Eventually: The researcher puts a conclusion that includes the
most important outputs of his dissertation, and then he
puts a list of the Arabic and foreign references that
help'ed in producing this dissertation.
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