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Abstract

This study focusses on the challenges that the development of
globalisation has brought about in Saudi society. With new technology such
as social media programs, there has been social and educational changes in
Saudi Arabia. It discusses how cultural globalisation through social media
programs have affected Saudi society. This study also discusses theoretical
debates that is related to issues in this study. Among debates discussed are:
globalisation, homogenous and heterogenous debate, and developing school
curriculums. This study examined whether Saudi society has become more
homogenous or heterogenous through these changes and to what extent the
Saudi educational system has interacted or changed due to forces, in which
globalisation has brought. Scholarship, developing curriculums and new
vision 2030 consequences of these changes in the educational sector. The
findings of this study as there is a widespread adoption of social media
programs in Saudi Arabia and this led to some changes in Saudi culture and
has causes a gap between the new generation and the old one. Social media
affected the Arabic language, in which called Arabizi. Globalisation
affected the Saudi educational system by developing school curriculums,
and by sending Saudi students to study abroad. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has introduced a new a vision 2030 for the educational sector
regarding technology and information revolutions.
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Introduction

The twenty-first century causes a challenge in the Arab-Muslim
world that might influence its future and generations. The Arabs concerned
about preserving their Arabica language and their cultural identity in the
forces of the west’s superiority through globalisation. Saudi Arabia is one of
the Arab -Muslim countries that witnesses changes in their society and their
educational system as the education plays an essential role in developing the
country. Saudi Arabia like many countries has a great transformation from
desert country to famous wealthy country. The discovery of oil has
significant effects on the economy of the country. Oil wealth one of the
main factors of developing the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Saudi society
characterized by having a strong homogeneity, as Al-Farsy (2003) states
that the population of Saudi Arabia share the same language which is
Arabic, the same religion (Islam) and the same history. In Saudi Arabia
Politics, economic and education are specified by the Islamic religion. The
economy of the country relies on oil; thus, the welfare system assures free
education and health warranty. Wang (2007) states that culture makes
people, people make culture, and cultures can be changed due to economic
and technological circumstances. The emergence of modernisation affects
the Saudi life style. Saudi society influenced by technology revaluation, in
particular social media such as Facebook, Snapchat and Twitter. Social
media gives the opportunity for international and domestic communications.
There are number of specialist in social sector confirmed that some social
media programs penetrated of conservative Saudi society. The Arabic
language has affected due to social networking program, this led to the
appearance of new chat language which call  Arabizi’. The Saudi
educational system has reintroduced and the curricula have been changed to
keep up with the development of globalisation and technological revolution.
The developing of school curriculums has generate confliction between two
streams the first one who are willing to adopt these changes as they believe
Saudi education should keep pace with the modern world. The other stream
believes that the changes in curricula is due to external demands and these
changes will affect their beliefs and traditions. Such a dilemma is influences
the new generation.

This study aims to study the impacts of cultural globalisation
through social media on Saudi society and whether the Saudi society has
become more homogenous or heterogenous, and the effects of globalisation
on the Saudi educational system.




In order to see the impacts of social media on Saudi society and the
effects of globalsation on its educational system. Thus, this study will
answer the following research questions:

Firstly, how did globalisation through technology particularly social
media programs affected Saudi society?

Secondly, have social media programs influenced Saudi social
cohesion to become more homogenous or heterogenous?

Thirdly, to what extent the Saudi educational system and its
curricula has changed due to globalisation and is 2030 vision for developing
the educational sector as a result of globalisation?

CHAPTER ONE
The development of globalisation
1.1 Introduction:

This chapter gives some definitions of globalisation and a brief
history of the development of it. Globalisation has many aspects political,
economic and cultural, 1 will focus on cultural globalisation that takes place
through media. This chapter discusses the debate of homogenisation and
heterogenisation in reference to media and communication.

1.2 Detentions of globalisation:

“Globalisation appears to be the buzz world of the 1990s”
(Kellner,2002, p.1). A number of theorists claim that the world is arranged
by globalisation, which reinforcement the capitalist economic system and
integrating cultures into a global culture (Kellner,2002). Globalisation is
seen as a process of spontaneous natural revolution that refers to the gradual
interdependence of the world, the revolution of communication that based
on the scientific revolution has an affective role (Kellner,2002). Others
define “the emergent global economy and culture as a network society
grounded in new communications and information technology” (Castells,
1996 cited in Kellner,2002, p.285).

Globalisation has become one of the most controversial issue of the
present era (Kellner,2002). For others, globalisation is the post-imperialist
global capitalism. Classical liberalism and Marxism both agree that
capitalism is a global economic system, and this led to a new modern world-
system (Kellner,2002).

The first use of the notion globalisation was in publication “Towards
New Education” in 1930 (Ruzana,2015). Since the first use of globalisation,
the concept of globalisation started to expand and used by sociologists and
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economist (Ruzana,2015). As we live in a period of time is not only a
revolutionary but also but also a new stage of transformation which led and
will lead to a new structure of the world (Ruzana,2015). Ruzana states that
“globalisation seeks feedback between different civilizations and cultures to
promote a new international order, which in turn ensure stability,
sustainable, development, security and peace” (Ruzana,2015, p.75).

1.3 The development of globalisation:

Not only are there debates of the existence of globalisation but there
are also arguments of the development of globalisation (Morgan,2001).
Globalisation appeared in different ways depending on the period and the
place that were held. The main event in 20 century is the development of
capitalism, the Russian revolution, the crisis of 1929-1933. As
consequences of the World War 1 the greatest crisis of capitalism were
slowed by globalisation, after World War 1 capitalism and globalisation
have sufferd and also after the Second World war security, stability and
peace were came and there were challenges versus capitalism
(Ruzana,2015).

It is possible to distinguish three main stages of the history of
globalisation to date (Morgan,2001). Firstly, the up growth of a global
awareness. Secondly, the prevalence of globalisation (the mid of 19
centuries to the next decade). Thirdly, the increase of global relations from
1960s.

1.6 Cultural globalisation:

I would like to start here with different definitions of culture, there is
a problem in defining culture as it is contested concept, thus the best way to
identify culture in a basic sense “a way of life” (Hopper, 2007, p.37). The
problem is the difficulty to cover the individual experiences of specific
cultures, in any cultural group there will be variation in behaviors and ideas
considering that representing individual lifestyle as a consequence of
different aspects such as class, age and gender (Hopper, 2007).

Wang (2007) states that culture is “total pattern of human behavior
and its products embodied in speech, action, and artifacts and dependent
upon man’s capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge to succeeding
generations” (Wang,2007, p.84). Culture is seen as a way of life, group of
ideas, and ways of thinking and communication(Wang,2007). The world
culture can be used in three dimensions, the first one is the relationship
between humans, nature and life (the production of goods that they make).
The second dimension is related to liturgical which help people to construct
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their community and their relationships. The third dimension is related to
religions and ideologies, these three dimensions give to a social group an
identity which makes them different from other groups (Wang ,2007).
Culture has been seen as an effective and changeable world over time, and
recently viewed as process instead of structure or entity (Eriksen,1997,
Wilson ,1997).

Culture can be changed depending on people as Wang (2007) states
that culture makes people, people make culture, and cultures can be changed
due to economic and technological circumstances. Communications
technologies helped spread popular cultures. For example, Social media
circulated globalised cultures all over the world such as, Facebook and
Instagram. Morgan (2001) states that “there has been an important debate
about the extent to which globalisation promotes the homogeneity of culture
and whether it creates an opportunity for the construction of new forms of
hybrid cultures” (Morgan,2001, p.24). Some commentators see that the
economy and the media are having a homogenizing influence, and it is
claimed that with the improvement of technology and media the world has
become smaller and this led to disappearance for some cultures
(Hamelink,1983). Globalisation led the world share the same (fast food
restaurant, films, brands wear the same style) and this poses a threat on
identity or distinctives of cultures.

As a consequence of these improvements it is argued that “cultures
and societies are confronted with powerful homogenizing pressures to the
extent that it is possible to talk of the existence of global culture, often
viewed as a form of cultural imperialism” (Hopper, 2007, p. 88).

1.7 The relationship between globalisation and culture:

In the last decades, the relationship between culture and
globalisation has become controversial issue, globalisation bother the way
that we conceptualize culture (Hopper, 2007). Because of the lack of
consensus towards the world culture and what does exactly mean, this
makes the relationship between cultures and globalisation quite difficult,
cultures are affected by globalisation process and influence by external
forces (Hopper, 2007). For example, since 1950s, a number of immigration
went to the UK and as a consequence, Britain society has become
multicultural society, which has affected its national culture, at the same
time there were internal forces within British society such as, women status
has changed, and the development of education has influenced British




national culture (Hopper, 2007). Thus, we cannot argue that culture is
constant and it is difficult to have a specific definition.

Wang (2007) suggests that we can see cultural globalisation from
another angel, instead of seeing cultural globalisation as threating to existing
culture, globalisation can help in creating culture. Wang (2007) argues that
“globalisation is not monolith that some argue, and not the uncontrollable
force that easily sweeps away other cultures with the dominate culture”
(Wang,2007, p.85). Wang (2007) suggests that people themselves have the
ability to whether accept or reject cultural globalisation offers. Anti-
globalisation proponents argue that the world has become homogenized in the
new global era. Consumers of commaodities are becoming all over the world
homogenous, recently, people use the same goods and things such as,
machines, cars and phones (Hopper,2007). Homogenous forced on people by
the global market and has become use the same products and goods all over
the world (Hopper,2007).In addition, each societies, groups and individuals
have their own history and culture, which will form or shape the way that they
interact and deal with different aspects of globalisation and to produce deep
responses (Hopper,2007). Hopper (2007) states that in terms of individuals
their interaction based on different things such as, educational and social
background, their knowledge and understanding of globalisation. It is difficult
to understand globalisation in abstract way, it should be viewed and
experienced in palpable ways. For example,

Understanding cultural globaisation needs us to comprehend the
local and global in different contexts, as numbers of people, images, and
symbols our localities are permanently changing in contemporary
globalisation era, while global communication technology and information
as not all people allow to access the global this might causes differential
involvement in global, thus it is important to cover this diversity through
viewing cultural globalisation in the plural as cultural globalisation
(Hopper,2007). It is obvious that when we mention globalisation each
approach has different understanding and definitions within academic
disciplines. For instance, economists discuss and study globalisation within
the global economy and capitalism, whereas, in sociologists globalisation
linked to modernity and it relates to global governance in terms of
international relations (Hopper,2007). It is important to know that cultural
globalisation cannot work in isolation it links to the other dimensions of
globalisation. For example, cultural globalisation will be insufficient if it
operates without admission for the dominant roles that technology,
capitalism, political and sociological analyses that play in cultural
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globalisation, and there is no doubt that capitalism has a strong influence on
different dimensions of globalisation containing cultural aspect, and the
relationship between cultural globalisation and other aspects not necessarily
a direct one (Hopper,2007). Globalisation is not affected only by capitalism
but also by technological and scientific development, industrialization,
critical thinking and the nation-state, from this perspective globalisation is
seen as “a powerful, complex and essentially indeterminate and open-ended
transformative force or process responsible for massive change within
societies and world order” (Hopper,2007, p.8). As | mentioned above that
culture is a dynamic word and it can be changed due to external or internal
forces, but the question here how we could maintain our cultural identity in
this case? There is no doubt that, each culture has some fixed elements that
cannot be changed easily such as religion, language, and history, at the same
time there is some changeable elements like habits, food, clothes and art.
Although, religion, history and language have some fixed elements, these
are never completely fixed. For example, the English language has changed
due to the effect of other languages through migration, colonization (French,
Latin). Regarding to Hopper (2007) he states that “even a world of motion,
cultures are still being reproduced within a myriad of social contexts,
providing us with interpretative frameworks, value-system and sources of
identity”( Hopper, 2007, p.41). Viewing cultures as shaped by different
networks of meaning instead of as characteristic recognizes the varied
relationships that people have with cultures, even within one culture the
relationship between people and culture is diverse (Hopper,2007).

There are different arguments about globalisation and cultural identities, |
will discuss the relationship between cultural identity and globalization in
particular, Saudi identity in chapter three.

1.8 An overview of cultural globalisation:

It is important to understand how has cultural globalisation started
and its origins, there are different phases of cultural globalisation as Hopper
(2007) mentioned. The first phase is premodern globalisation and the second
one is the modern phase of globalisation, the third phase is the
contemporary phase of globalisation.

1.10. Homogenisation and Heterogenisation argument:

There are different debates about the cultural impact of global

media. Albrow (1996) argues that globalisation led peoples to integrate into

a single world society, global society. This causes the argument whether
globalisation results in heterogenisation or homogenisation. However,




Appadurai (1996) has different view from Albrow he asserts that cultural
globalisation of media and communications cause separation and complex
interaction between cultures. Appadurai (1996) demonstrates five factors
that affect culture, and he ensures that these factors cause cultural diversity.
These ‘scapes’ are ideoscapes, technoscapes, finanscapes, mediascapes, and
ethnoscapes. Technoscapes refer to technology that pass boundaries and
mediascapes point to images and mass media technology. The effects of
these scapes lead to cultural disjunctures more than homogenisation. | will
discuss how mass media and technology have affected Saudi culture in the
third chapter.

Globalisation Leeds to restricting of cultural, political and economic
boundaries, in this regard there are two main views. The first view, refers to
the process in which the world is becoming comparable due to globalisation
(homogenisation). The second view. In which refers to globalisation as
heterogenisation process, in this view the world is becoming different.
There are a number of debates in the impacts of globalisation regarding to
homogenisation and heterogenisation. Giddens (1990) states that the world
has become more homogenous with globalisation ‘“creation and
intensification of worldwide social relations which link distinct localities in
such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring miles away
and vice versa” (Giddens,1990, p.64). In terms of homogenising and
heterogenising process, Waters (2001) states that globalisation “is in general
a differentiating as well as a homogenising process... it pluralizes the world
by recognizing the wvalue of cultural niches and local abilities”
(Waters,2001, p.192). He also argues that globalisation “weaknes the
putative nexus between nation and state, releasing absorb ethnic minorities
and allowing the reconstitution of nations across former state boundaries”
(Waters,2001,192). He also argues that as globalisation obtained from
Western modernity, it is possible to have new ethnic identities to cultures,
“the vehicles for this cultural flow are electronic images and affluent
tourism” (Waters,2001, p.192).

Globalisation has brought tension between globalisation and
localisation, or what Robertson (1995) sees globalisation the interaction
between local and global process and uses the idea of “glocalisation” to
clarify different points about global-local issues. Robertson (1995) states
that:

In the prespective of contradiction the tension between, for example,
the universal and the particular may be seen either in the dynamic sense of

10



being a relatively progressive source of overall change or as a modality
which preserves an existing global system in its present state
(Robertson,1995, p.33).

Robertson (1995) points out that a sense of the local interaction with
the global can be transfer by globalisation, at the local level its values and
identities can be protected and at the same time stimulating the local with
the global. This is can be connected to the influence of the technology in
Saudi Arabia. Technology which considered as a global phenomenon that
has infiltrated a local space, Saudi Arabia. The government of Saudi Arabia
tries to protect local values by controlling and regulating the uses of the
Internet.

From above, technology as a part of globalisation especially, the
Internet has major impacts on cultural flows. On one hand, globalisation as
a process of making the world homogenous. On the other hand,
globalisation as changing socities and providing different views of the world
and this lead to a heterogeneous world.

1.11. Summery:

Cultural globalisation is linked to the other dimensions of
globalisation, such as, economic, political, technological aspects and we
cannot understand cultural globalisation in isolation from the other
dimensions.  There are arguments regarding the beginning of the
globalisation and its origins, the difference over the definitions of
globalisation it can be considered due to the different understanding of the
history of globalisation, different cultures and histories as well.

CHAPTER TWO
The impacts of globalization (technology) on Saudi’s culture
2.1. Introduction:

In this chapter, | will attempt to sketch the effects of cultural
globalization through technology positively and negatively and whether
Saudi society has become more homogenous or heterogenous. Despite the
fact that cultural globalization might be the most dangerous factor that it
touches the basis of the culture of any society which includes the language,
religion and its traditions. It seems to me at the beginning that it is difficult
to find benefits from cultural golbalisation especially, in a such conservative
country but I will see it from different angel. As | have mentiond before, the
most influential aspect on cultural globalization is the technology
revolution, thus I will focus on how technology in particular social media is
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affecting Saudi’s culture and its Arabic language. Hopper (2007) states that
“the rapid spread of ICTs especially the Internet is making it extremely
difficult, if not impossible, for Islamic regimes to control the flow of
information into their countries” (Hopper,2007, p.150). There is no doubt
that technology and social media has made the communication between
people easier all over the world.

Through technology such as the Internet, the world has become like
a small village as Mcluhan (1989) stated and he argues that due to the speed
of the electronic media that enable us to share and deal with global issues at
the same time as if it face to face communication. With the spread of social
media program now people can see and hear events that it is far away in
distance in seconds, and sometimes even faster of events in our country.

addition, social media helps people to share knowledge and exchange
messages. Intercultural adaptation includes the process of understanding
other cultures through interaction (Sawyer,

’Social media connects people regAardless of their differences,
beliefs and their individual traditions. Chen (2012) states that “The
compression of time and space, due to convergence of new media and
globalisation, has shrunk the world into a much smaller interactive field”
(Chen, 2012, p.11). In social media people have the opportunity to express
their opinions and critique others in public (Sawyer, 2011). Users’
communication and behaviours could be shown clearly through social
media. Rosen et al. (2010) state the differences in individualistic and
collectivistic cultures. People from individualistic cultures tend to meet new
people instead of preserving existing relationships, while people from
collectivistic cultures like to maintain their relationship with a small number
of ties instead of creating new relationships. Indeed, | think there are some
societies concentrate on acting as individuals instead of members of groups
and individuals should be free from the constraints of society. While, there
are some societies keen on integrating into groups and people feel that they
linked to each other through their group. Where would | place Saudi Arabia
on this scale? Saudi Arabia is considered as collectivistic culture as Saudis
are Muslim and | slam encourages its followers to eat, drink, pray in groups
and socialise together, thus, they become as a highly collectivistic culture.
However, Islam keen on both individualistic as the individual has a special
entity that distinguishes him from others and he is responsible for his
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actions whether they are good or bad. At the same time Islam encourages
cooperation with people , take consultations and performance of worship as
group.

The spread of social media has affected individual cultures and has
promoted the understanding of different cultures, helping them to become
more recognisable globally (Sawyer, 2011). For instance, one of the most
influential social media programs is Facebook. Facebook was created in
2004 by Mark Zuckerberg and his mission is to give the chance for people
all over the world with different backgrounds to communicate with each
other and exchange information (Sawyer, 2011). There are about two billion
users with different identities in the world using Facebook in 2017
(Newsroom,2017). It has been argued that these kinds of social media
programs help people with low self-esteem to improve their psychological
well-being through their interaction with people (Sawyer, 2011). The most
popular social network in Saudi Arabia after YouTube is Facebook there are
57 percent of Saudi population using the Facebook in 2016 (Anon, 2017).
Social media helps people to see themselves from another angle, and
sometimes it would be helpful to motivate people in achieving their goals.

Social media has significant impacts on Saudi society, according to
Al-Saggaf in his study on the Effect of Online Community on Offline
Community in Saudi Arabia there are different positive impacts of the
Internet on Saudis, he found that Saudis has become open-minded. The
purpose of his study was for understanding the effects of online
communities on Saudis. He used online semi-structured interviewing, silent
observation of an online community for a year and face to face semi-
structured interviews. The sample contained 7 males and 8 females with
different ages between 15 and 45, different educational levels and different
employment status. Online community has helped Saudis to accept and
respect other people’s views and listen to them without forcing their ideas.
In addition, the study assured that social media has changed Saudi thinking
and has made individuals to “challenge different ideas” and to make an
environment which they can “exchange intellectual discussions”. Discussing
social problems on social media has made both females and males feel
appreciative of one another (Al-Saggaf,2004). Al-Saggaf found in his study
that Saudis by using social media “became more self-confident”. As in
Saudi culture it is common that older people have the priority to express
their opinion and in face to face conversation, thus, young Saudi individuals
asked not to talk in the presence of elders, therefore, this resulted on
younger to become less confidant in themselves. However, the Internet and
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social media gave Saudi’s children the chance and the freedom to express
their voice and their ideas in public. Nowadays, it has become acceptable
for young to express their opinion or disagree with someone’s opinion;
whereas, in the past it was unacceptable (Al-Saggaf,2004). In the past, some
serious discussion might end up with fights, but with social media programs
people can discuss different issues and topics and raise their voices freely.
Mcluhan states that:

We live mythically and integrally in the electric age, when our
central nervous system is technologically extended to involve in the whole
of mankind and to incorporate the whole of mankind in us, we necessarily
participate ... in the consequences of our every action (Mcluhan,1964, p.4).
I think the results of Al-Saggaf study should include guantitative method
with a large sample size in order to have better generlisation.

2.2. The negative impacts of globalisation on Saudi’s culture:

Technology revolution has brought dilemmas to cultures, its global
homogenisation affect countries by trying to maintain their cultures, values,
language and identity, I will explore the impacts of technology as it is part
of cultural globalization on Saudi culture.

The main drawbacks of globalisation as Burbules and Torres (2000)
state that “the most obvious ‘evils’ of globalisation are structural
unemployment, the erosion of organized labor as a political and economic
force, social exclusion, and an increase in the gap between rich and and
poor within nations and, especially worldwide” (Burbules and Torres,2000,
p.17). Cultural globalisation has brought challenges and has become as a
threat tool for a number of cultures. The main challenges are on language,
identity and religion; thus, we want to explore what globalisation has
generated in Saudi society regard with Arabic language.

"In the last decade, the world has changed significantly through
technology and social media. It is clear to see how external forces have
affected our self-identities and may shape our self-identity (Belk, 2013).
Social media has converted our self-identities from what we want and what
we love to “what do people think about me?” and “how can I grab other
people’s attention through my profile?” (Belk, 2013). The main problem is

! This section is taken from my assignment Theoretical Foundations of Educational Ideas
2016/17, title: Provide a brief account of the development of the idea of the politics of
recognition. Assess the power and importance of this idea, but also consider its potential
problems, page 11 and 12.
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that self-identities are shaped by the dominant culture and their interests
instead of the good and importance of our self-identities (Belk,2013). In 2007
'the writer Christine Rosen stated in her article The new Atlantis, “Does this
technology, with its constant demands to collect friends and status and
perform by marketing ourselves, in some ways undermine our ability to attain
what it promises — a surer sense of who we are and where we belong?”
(Rosen, 2007, p.19). | believe that the problem is not simple as many people
nowadays are tending to create a new identity about themselves. It seems that
not only are people abandoning their principles or even habits, but they are
also conceding their real self just to create a positive or good image in front of
people more than what they really are. For example, one famous Arabic
fashionista who became famous through social media was asked whether her
life and her character have changed due to social media and the answer was
‘Yes, and I miss my self that she has now to act differently and even to wear
what people like, not what she likes.” Unfortunately, life has become more
complicated than before, and a lot of pressure has increased in peoples’ lives
because of some social programs such as Instagram and Snapchat, by posting
different pictures. Some of them might be fake, not even reflecting the
person’s life, and then the problem is that people start to compare their life
with others, and they think through these pictures that this person lives a
perfect life and he does not have any problems, and people then tend to copy
this person and try to live others people’s lives due to the pictures that he
posted on Instagram. These pictures most of the time reflect a totally different
life than the reality. This can show that people try to create new identities
about themselves, just focusing on people’s opinions about them. In this way,
I can lose myself and my identity by giving up my interests, choices and my
thoughts, just to keep up with people and not to look different from others. If
all people try to copy each other and have the same interests and even the
same food, sometimes then people will lose their identity and their
unigueness.” “I went from being one person with a single name to existing as
a number of identities created by me but not always recognisable as me, even

! This section is taken from my assignment Theoretical Foundations of Educational Ideas
2016/17, title: Provide a brief account of the development of the idea of the politics of
recognition. Assess the power and importance of this idea, but also consider its potential
problems.

2 This section is taken from my assignment Theoretical Foundations of Educational Ideas
2016/17, title: Provide a brief account of the development of the idea of the politics of
recognition. Assess the power and importance of this idea, but also consider its potential
problems, page 11 and 12.
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myself (Thomas, 2004, p.9). Hine (2002) argues that the creation of a web
page ‘is made meaningful primarily through the imagining of an audience and
the seeking of recognition from that audience’ (Hine, 2000, p.136). Taylor
(1994) talks about the massive inward turn in European thinking in the 18"
century, where people came to think of themselves as beings with inner depth.
Taylor (1994) mentioned Trilling’s discussion about the modern self, in
particular ethnicity. Taylor (1994)

stated the idea of the modern self: “there is a certain way of being
that is my way, | am called upon to live my life in this way... if I am not
[true to myself], I miss the point of my life” (Taylor, 1994, p.30). It seems
that with social media, people’s choices and interests depend on other
people’s opinions and how they appear to people in their profile, regardless
of what they really need.

Mcluhan (1989) suggests that we can experience our actions and its
effects immediately on a global scale. Mcluhan (1989) states that we are
forced to take into consideration our actions that we experience them on a
global level not only with our small communities. He writes “As electrically
contracted, the globe is no more than a village, electric speed at bringing all
social and political functions together in a sudden implosion has heightened
human awareness of responsibility to an intense degree” (Mcluhan,1989, p.5).

Each notion has a history and every nation has a unified idea that is
mostly sacred whatever the idea, and everyone is committed to preserving
that idea and stick to its values, and the constitution of the state -any state- is
often derived from the idea, with other factors of unity, religion and
language. In terms of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, was keening on
preserve Salafi Creed especially, ancestors and fathers and this is the unified
idea which has become the national identity of the state. There is no doubt
that each country has its cultural identity that makes it distinctive and
different from other identities. The concept of Saudi nationalism has been
preserved until the events of September 11,2001, there were attempts from
liberal media trying to create a new concept of Saudi identity. The kingdom
of Saudi Arabia was exposed external pressure from America not only on
the political level but also on the educational level. I will discuss the
impacts of globalisation on Saudi educational system in the last chapter.
Now | will move to discuss the effects of technology on Saudi culture as |
believe that the most influential factor on Saudi’s culture and also other
cultures. Since the emergence of technical and information revolution and
have become an essential part of human lives, technology has caused a stir
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for many sociologists. With technological revolution, the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has changed from being tribe and traditional country to more open
country connecting with outside countries.

2.3. Language:

The critics of cultural globalisation claim that due to globalisation
the world has become more homogenous (technology, culturally,
economically) also by sharing ideas and language. The differences between
cultures might be lost due to cultural globalisation. For example, language
has become a controversial issue as there are some languages being used
more than other such as English language has become an international
language. Arabic language is very different from English, which used by
most technology applications and this might cause misinformation. There is
no doubt that in the age of globalization, the English language has become
an international language that people in most countries need to learn for
keeping up with world. Learning another language helps people to
communicate with each other, and also helps to exchange sciences and
knowledge. On the other hand, languages are becoming under threat from
the dominance of other languages, especially with English everywhere.

Technology has affect Arabic language in different ways.
Technology and social media programs, text messaging and chatting are the
most popular tools in communication for Arab youth including Saudis and
this has led to appearance ‘Arabizi’ which means using Arabic letters in
chat ‘Arabic chat alphabet’ (Ehteshami, 2007)!. Arabic language has 28
letters that contain sounds are not found in English, thus, Arabs tried to
create their special written language by incorporating English letters and
numbers (Ehteshami, 2007). It is surprising to note how this mixing is used
in communication. In 1990s, Internet, cell phones and computers were
introduced to the Arab world and most of them had only English letters to
communicate with (Ehteshami, 2007). As a consequence, Arabic people
tried to use English letters or numbers by using the closest or similar letters
to Arabic. Some people call it “Arabizi” and others “Arabish” which refers
to “Arabic” the first letters while the last letters refers to “English”.
(Ehteshami, 2007). To make it clearer | will take an example, the Number 7
in “Arabizi” for the letter ha which corresponds to the letter H in English,
for example,7lal in Arabizi means Halal in English. The number 3 in

"It is not clear the origin of this name, and to find out its origin is beyond the scope of this
paper.
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Arabizi for the letter ayn that corresponds to the letter A in English, for
example, 3abdulrahman in Arabizi means Abdulrahman. The beginning of
this “language” was used by Middle East who had studied or lived abroad
then it has become popular in Arab society. Despite the fact that Arabic
keyboards now is available, there are a number of people prefer using
Arabizi or English keyboards instead of Arabic as they consider English
alphabet is easier than Arabic (Ehteshami, 2007). In Saudi Arabia, almost
each family has at least two smart phones and iPad even for children, it
seems that it is now common for a child 7 years old to have a smart phone
or iPad and he or she might use them better than their parents. This led to
concern parents and teachers due to the popularity of this trend, Arabizi
might weaken the Arabic language or might be replaced in the future
(Ehteshami, 2007). Renad Ghanem (2011) in an article in Arab News
‘Arabizi is destroying the Arabic language’, states that “Arabic professional
professors from the Arab world consider it a war against the Arabic
language to make it disappear in the long run”. Thus, Arabizi is threating
not only Arabic language but also the national identity. Professor Emerita
Aleya Rouchdy (2011) commented on Renad Ghanem’s Article that “the
survival of standard Arabic should not be of concern to educarors or Arabic
linguaphile (Arabiclanguageinamerica, 2017). What should be of concern is
twofold: the increasing tendency to use colloquial in some publications, and
the lack of appropriate methods in teaching standard”. Problems in
communication might be as a consequence of language barriers. In fact,
globalisation and technology revolution has affected Saudi culture in
different ways. Globalisation has added values and habits that contradict
with Islamic values and Saudi culture in general. The clothes, food and even
life style, there are a number of examples that confirm that Saudi society has
influenced due to these changes. For example, it is common now to
celebrate birthday parties, which is a new pheromone in Saudi culture that
conflicts with Saudi values and the exaggeration in celebration and gifts.
Another general example, due to globalisation individual behaviors has
changed, people in Saudi Arabia consider the food as a way of socializing
where family member eat together in two main meals which is lunch and
dinner. However, nowadays with fast-food restaurants where the meal
usually designed only for one person, Saudis especially young start to have
their food in more an individualist manner rather than collectivist manner as
before. These are just few examples of how globalisation has affected Saudi
cultures, I will focus on the effects of social media on Saudi culture.
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With the Internet and social media people all over the world can
share different pictures, videos and different ideas. | will take Snapchat as
an example and how has affected Saudi society. Social media has a great
impact on Saudi society. The statistics points that 29% of Saudi population
using Snapchat program (Anon ,2017).

There are Number of specialists in social affairs confirmed that the
social network Snapchat has penetrated the privacy of conservative Saudi
society, and there is no longer any privacy in the context of families that
document their personal accounts in social sites (Gunter and Eareshi,2016).
The public relations and media specialist Tayseer Al-Mufraj (2015) and he
is one of the users of this application for cognitive purposes states that the
purpose of this program is to enhance the dorms of social communications
between friends, relatives and families and transfer knowledge and media
coverage of events. He also states that the negative impacts of this program
in Saudi society is more than its positive, as the main purpose of this
program is to communicate with friends but unfortunately there are many
people that they use it for trivial purposes and making clowns and turning
them into role model people. Tayseer Al-Mufraj (2015) says that Snapchat
one of the most important cognitive applications that keep the user
constantly informed about world events and has become an important tool in
marketing and advertising products. He confirms that using Snapchat
without awareness poses a threat not only on the social level but also on the
level of health, behavior and culture, especially that Saudi Arabia ranks
second of number of users around the world and the majority of Saudi users
between 16 and 20 years old. The tools of social communication in general
and Snapchat in particular has caused in a certain category of society the
obsession of fame and transformed the aspirations of many of the energies
and capabilities of young to a digital ambition that summed up in the
number of followers, while the importance not in number, but attention and
influence (Gunter and Eareshi,2016). In the past, it was difficult to obtain
information about Saudi families because there were barriers that are
difficult to penetrate but now it has become easy especially that many Saudi
children they use these programs without awareness or supervision from
their parents (Gunter and Eareshi,2016). Snapchat has led to family disputes
and sometimes lead to divorce because of the comparisons between people.
For example, unfortunately many Saudis use this program just for boasting
when they go to a high-class restaurant or hotel and take photos just for
showing off or when they buy very expensive brands. Indeed, I think this
led to social differences and cause pressure for many people especially
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parents as they do not want their children to feel deficiency. Not only in
daily life but also on the educational level. For instance, it seems that some
Saudi children demand their parents to go to international schools or private
schools just to prove for their friends or people through the social media
programs by taking photos that they can go to the most expensive schools
not looking for the quality of education. It seems also that the intellectual
and cultural level is deteriorating as the habit or culture of reading books
began to fade as the new generation prefer spending their leisure time on
social media programs. In Saudi Arabia, the relationships and
communication between members and relatives are strong, but it seems that
social media causes for Saudis especially for the young type of isolation as
they prefer to face their phones instead of people. Since there are not many
entertainment options, thus many youngest found it like breather and this
might lead to learn immoral values or exposing to brainwashing. They
found social media like breather as they have the freedom to express their
opinions and write what they wand and communicate without restrictions.
The conclusion of the study on The Effect of Online Community on Offline
Community in Saudi Arabia that Saudis ignored their family commitments
and conversations were reduced between people because of social media
programs. The study also found out that they spend most of their time
chatting with their online friends more than with their families and friends
and more than studying or reading. In addition, “taking into account that
family ties and relationships with relatives, according to religion, are very
important, participation in online forums could be a danger to the fabric of
the family structure” (Al-Saggaf,2004). The study also concludes that
Saudis became intellectually muddled or confused that social media has
some ideas and views that could be conflicted with their values.

I think there have been some changes and developments in Saudi
society, whether in terms of social relations, family or on the behavior of
individuals and turned them into consumption behavior and to pay attention
more to the appearance more than anything. In the area of social relations
between Saudi individuals and their families, in their relations the
individualism and the tendency to independence are overcoming precisely
with social media programs on both the standard living and economic.

2.4. Summery:

Globalisation has affected Saudi culture especially, with technology
and social media. Saudis have become more open-minded, and gave the
young the chance to express their voices freely and this led to increase their
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confidence. However, social media has put more pressure on Saudi society
especially on the middle class. It seems technology and social media
programs generate a gap between the old generation and the new generation
even in the language as the new generation uses Arabizi in which old
generation cannot understand it. In this case, globalisation particularly
technology has influenced Saudi society to become more heterogenous
between old generation and the new one. | think the new generation has
become liberal from family’s commitment and traditions. It is common in
Saudi society that young people take care of their parents when they become
older, but it seems with social media the young generation is busy with
these programs, in which they cannot look after their parents carefully. With
virtual communities that social media, which is affordable for everyone
especially young, cause pressure on the parents that it has become difficult
to control the information and the values that they acquire through these free
programs. | do agree with Appadurai (1996) point of view that the mass
media cause cultural diversity more than cultural standardisation. Social
media has weakened the communication skills between people as many
Saudis especially young Saudis has become physically isolated and this led
to family fragmentation.

Chapter Three
Challenges facing Saudi Arabia Educational system
3.1. Introduction:

The emergence of the phenomenon of globalisation affects the field
of education as it affects the economic, political and cultural fields. The
education system linked to globalisation through its interaction with the
local environment as an extension to the impact of the global system on the
systems of one society through the global changes in the politics, economy,
technological. It seems that globalisation in Saudi Arabia is seen as the most
popular and pressing phenomenon at present, that’s put many challenges
especially in the educational level. Firstly, I will start this chapter by giving
an overview of education policy of Saudi Arabia. Secondly, | will clarify the
aims of education system in Saudi Arabia. Thirdly, this chapter will discuss
the criticism of the experience of the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in the field of curriculum building. Fourthly, this chapter
will discuss some advantages of the development of curriculums and I will
take English curriculum as an example in Saudi Arabi and how it has
developed. Finally, this chapter will discuss the scholarships for studying
abroad and the 2030 new vision for educational sector.
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To what extent the Saudi educational system has adopted with
educational variables that globalisation forces on it? One way to examine
the effects of globalisation on education is to place or situate the
contemporary debate in a historical scope.

3.6. Saudi Society:

It is important to take into consideration the situation and the needs
of the society when defining the aims of education. The society in Saudi
Arabia is strongly affected by Islam, thus it is considered as a highly
conservative culture. As a part of the world the kingdom has to interact with
the rest of the world, so the education policy maker must consider what goes
in the world around the kingdom (Al-Ageel,2005). It is a very rapid
changing world that it is characterised by science, technical, and
information revolution and the fast communication and the quick move of
people and ideas (Al-Aqgeel,2005). As a result, the policy maker in the
kingdom realised the importance of the needs for Saudi students.

The aims of education are comprehensive and diverse, and these
goals emerge from philosophy of Saudi education that based on Islam (Al-
Aqgeel,2005). Education policy in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is part of the
public policy of the country, policy of education came from official
document that contained general principles, objectives for each stage plans,
curricula and educational methods (Al-Aqgeel,2005).

These goals divided into three sections cognitive, professional, and
affective objectives. The cognitive goals confirm that students have enough
information and experiences that make them active members in society. In
addition, cognitive aims encourage students to computational skills,
research and thinking skills, it also promotes the students to study foreign
languages beside the Arabic language and to study the Islamic and Saudi
history (Al-Ageel,2005). While, the professional goals concentrate on
vocational education that provide students awareness of professions and
crafts. In terms of the affective objectives, it encourages students to feel
how important is the education for improving societies and help the students
to have consciousness of cultural and economic problems. Moreover,
emotional aims keen on the psychological growth for students on each stage
at schools and ensure helping students to develop spiritual, mental,
emotional and social growth (Al-Ageel,2005). These are the main aims for
education in general and a simply way.

As their a kind of globalisation of educational systems there are
some common points that all educational systems share all over the
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world(Al-Aqgeel,2005). Regardless the nature of the political system, most
educational systems all over the world agree on education is right for
citizens and the state responsibility is to ensure that everyone has the right to
learn (Al-Aqeel,2005). There is a clear tendency to learn foreign languages
beside the main language in most educational systems, and the emergence
of what we can call it “global education” that help the students to
understand the interconnectedness between nations and to a clear vision of
economic, political and social problems all over the world (Al-Ageel,2005).
In September 2000 at “the United Nations’ Millennium Summit, world
leaders agreed to a set of specific, time-bound and tough targets for
intensifying a focused program” the purpose of this program or agenda to
disposal of poverty, illiteracy and disease (McDonnell, 2003). The
development is in particular for women, primary education, health services
and health care, these goals are call ‘Millennium Development Goals’
(MDGs). “There is increased recognition that just as development co-
operation is impossible without common agenda building, and partnership
and ownership by ‘aid receipt’ countries, so too is a global education agenda
without partnership with the public” (McDonnell, 2003 p.4)

The question here how to deal with the educational system with
these global changes and technical revolution? One of Millennium
Development Goals is to achieve international primary education would this
be possible?

As | mentioned before, each educational system has aims,
objectives, curriculum that reflect society’s culture and the educational
system will face challenges across these changes especially in education
curricula. Information and technical revolution are change and develop
rapidly, and to keep pace this development it is important to revise and
improve curricula continuously. There will be challenges against the
religious and cultural identity, and who should determine the content of
curricula? Which social forces can impose their vision on what curricula
should contain or change? It is really complicated and difficult question, I
will not go in details to answer this question. My question here to what
extent the educational system in Saudi Arabia interact with educational
changes imposed by the phenomena of globalisation?

The curriculums should concentrate on self-learning principles for
students also for the continuous education in order to adapt with cultural
variables and give the social role at the best level (Alkhawalda,2007).In
addition, the curriculums should focus on how the learner knows not what
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they know. Curriculums should provide the philosophy of knowledge
(epistemology) and the historical development and current challenges of
human thinking (Alkhawalda,2007). | do agree with Alkhawada point of
view about developing curriculums, as we live now in the era of evolution
and progress and information and educational theory, which continually be
changed and developed, thus, it is important to keep up with these changes
and developing curriculums. | think one of the important subjects that need
almost yearly to be develop is computer syllabus as technology and its
programs are always changed and we cannot wait 5 years for example to
develop this curriculum.

The educational systems have been reintroduced and the curricula
have been changed to keep up with the cognitive and civilized development
of globalisation, which is taking place quickly. Traditional education is not
only the resource for knowledge and not only the teacher who can transport
the knowledge, now there is different resources with technology that we
should prepare students for it.

3.11. Summery:

This chapter discussed how the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia keen on
developing its education as a result of globalisation and technology to keep
up with these changes, and this appears through kingdom’s attention to
develop curricula, scholarship for students to study abroad and Vision 2030
in the educational sector.

| believe that human societies witness many changes and
developments in most fields whether in economic, politics, social and
technological aspects. Perhaps the most prominent is technological progress.
Saudi society one of many societies that witnesses changes that include
cultural changes for many reasons such as scholarships for studying abroad
and social media programs. | cannot approve that social media programs
such as Facebook, Snapchat or Twitter have completely negative impacts on
Saudi society or completely positive impacts. There is no doubt that social
media programs have an essential role in activating volunteer work in Saudi
society by advertising them through social media programs. In terms of
educational

Despite the fact these kinds of social programs help people to
communicate with each other all over the world and become more
knowledgeable about different cultures, it might affect their cultural identity
by acquiring values that conflict with the culture of society. For example,
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some liberal people through these kinds of programs to stir up strife and
suspicions about Islam especially for young people.

. In terms of educational aspect Saudi educational institutions try to
employ technology in the education process as they believe it attracts
students more than traditional means. Globalisation and the openness to the
world has brought many changes to Saudi society positively and negatively,
2030 vision prove that many changes will happen in all life aspects
especially in the educational sphere.

Conclusion:

Globalisation is seen as “the emergent global and culture as a
network society grounded in new communication and information
technology” (Castells,1996 cited in Kellner,2002, p.285). Globalisation
affects different factors political, economic and cultural agendas. | focused
on cultural aspects as it is the most dangers aspect that it touches language
and religion. Culture it is contested concept, thus, the best way to identify
culture in a basic sense “a way of life” (Hopper, 2007, p.37). The
improvement of Saudi Arabia has been affected by the need to mix
modernisation with tradition. Saudi Arabia is the homeland the second
largest religion -Islam and the homeland of Arabs. This makes Saudi Arabia
a valuable country for many Muslims. Saudi Arabia considered the largest
oil export globally. Oil wealth helped to transform Saudi Arabia from desert
country to a powerful country. Technology and social media have affected
Saudi society positively as the have become open-minded, and gave young
Saudis the opportunity to express their voices and opinions freely. Social
media helped Saudis to communicate with people all over the world and to
know about different cultures. On the other hand, technology revolution
such as social media are challenging cultural boundaries. Social media has
weakened the communication skills between Saudis especially for young as
they became physically isolated and this led to family fragmentation.
Globalisation, technology and information revolution has affected Saudi
educational system, and causes some challenges to the educational system;
particularly, in the curricula. Curriculum is an essential tool for shaping the
outputs that society need, if the curricula does meet the need of the society
then it would be a gap that weaken the production in general. Developing
curriculum on Saudi Arabia received some objection as some people believe
that would touch Saudis believe and tradition as they see it is an external
force from the western.
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On the other hand, these challenges helped to develop the
educational system by the scholarship that the kingdom support for Saudi
female and male. In addition, the kingdom of Saudi Arabia has introduced a
new vision for the future of the country which is called (Vision,2030) to
improve welfare sectors such as education. It plans to improve childhood
education and to prepare learners for the job in the futures that correspond
with society need. The kingdom of Saudi Arabia aims to refine the national
curriculum and to train teachers to keep up with these changes.
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