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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating professional difficulties facing Kuwaiti
middle school science teachers from their perspectives in terms of the
implementation of competencies curriculum, in addition to identifying whether
their views differed according to the personal variables (i.e. gender, years of
experience, qualification, training courses on competencies curriculum). In order to
achieve these aims, the descriptive analytic approach has been employed. Data
collection was carried out by means of a survey questionnaire developed by the
researcher and was administered to a sample consisting of 273 male and female
Kuwaiti middle school science teachers. The questionnaire was designed to
examine participants’ perspectives on eight areas of professional difficulties
(administrative and organizational difficulties, difficulties related to relationships
with students and classroom management, difficulties in professional and
supervising relations, difficulties associated with curriculum and textbooks,
teaching difficulties - assessment difficulties, professional development difficulties,
and socio-economic difficulties). The validity of the questionnaire was verified by
means of face validity, while its reliability was verified using Alpha Cronbach
method on a pilot sample consisting of 78 middle school science teachers of the
nonparticipants of the empirical study. The reliability coefficients ranged from
0.679 to 0.915 with an overall reliability coefficient of 0.905. data were analyzed
by descriptive (means, standard deviations, and ranks), and inductive statistics
methods ( T test to calculate the significance of differences between the means of
two independent samples, and ANOVA). The results revealed that there were
significant difficulties facing middle school science teachers in all of eight areas of
professional difficulties, with socio-economic difficulties ranking first, followed by
difficulties associated with curriculum and textbooks, then administrative and
organizational difficulties, while difficulties related to relationships with students
and classroom management came last among challenges examined. It was also
found that there were no statistically significant differences in the professional
difficulties attributed to the variables of years of experience and qualification.
Statistically significant differences, however, were found in favor of those who
received one or more training courses. Furthermore, there were statistically
significant differences attributed to the variable of gender in favor of females in
some difficulties areas. In light of these results, the researcher recommended
introducing professional development programs for middle school science teachers
in the competencies curriculum, and put forth the need to investigate the
effectiveness of a suggested program on the development of teachers’ skills in light
of the competencies curriculum.
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