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ABSTRACT :

During recent years, university rankings have gained a considerable
importance not only among the academia but also amongst students, parents,
industry and businesses. Common stakeholders, the students and their parents, may
not be aware of the intricacies of ranking processes and elements/criteria of
rankings but they are definitely keen to know the position of the university of their
interest in the ranking lists. University management and faculty are the most
concerned stakeholders of rankings. The students are also directly affected by the
university rankings, although the impact on them may not be always positive, The
paper, in a descriptive, analytical and critical manner, will review the results of
selected Arab universities, based on Webometrics -results of early 2011. The
research addresses various quantitative and qualitative criteria used to determine
the rankings. As some of the criteria used by different agencies may be common in
nature, Webometrics uses universities web domains for the comparison. The
website of a university reflects its level, in 2 form or another, directly or indirectly.
The main conclusion of the research underlines the partial nature of the ranking,
especially that Arabic language is difficult to evaluate and less indexed, while —
quantitatively- major Arab universities websites are in Arabic. Nevertheless, the
Webometrics results remain important, and they do reflect some intrinsic features

of the university.
Keywords: Webometrics, Arab Universities, Ranking Criteria, Web Presence
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