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The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) agreement has contributed
positively to increasing Egyptian exports to African markets, and it also provides Egyptian producers
with the opportunity to open new markets in Africa, especially since Egypt has modern technologies for
Africa and advanced means in the Egyptian industry and also by opening African markets to Egyptian
producers, this will improve quality in the hope of making new goods available at a good and competitive
price, especially as it represents a broad and breathtaking market through which developing countries can
exchange many products among themselves. It has a high advantage in its production compared to many
countries of the Convention
And then the research aimed to use the gravity model to analyze the trade balance of the countries of the
Common Market Agreement for Eastern and Southern Africa, known as the COMESA bloc, which
includes 21 countries. The countries of the agreement are Egypt - Burundi - Kenya - Mauritius - Somalia
- Zimbabwe - Comoros - Eritrea - Libya - Rwanda - Tunisia - Djibouti - Ethiopia - Madagascar -
Seychelles - Uganda - Democratic Republic of the Congo - Eswatini (formerly Kingdom of Swaziland) -
Malawi - Sudan - Zambia during the study period (2001-2020), using the collected data Panel Data as the
same data was used The gravity model used in the ARIMA model to predict the trade balance, the volume
of exports and imports, and which one will have the greatest impact on the trade balance in the period
2021-2030. In order to achieve this goal, an overview of the COMESA bloc was presented, and an
analysis of the Egyptian trade balance with the countries of the COMESA agreement, exports and
imports, which is considered an indicator of the trends of intra-regional trade between Egypt and the
countries of the agreement.

The research concluded that the COMESA agreement has a positive impact on the amount of
improvement in the trade balance according to the results of the gravity model, but there is a relative
weakness in the rates of trade exchange between Egypt and the countries of the COMESA agreement.
Egypt has a competitive price advantage in most of the commodities exported to the COMESA countries
As for the prediction model, the study concluded that the predictive values through the integrated
autoregressive model and moving averages (ARIMA) of the value of the surplus in the Egyptian trade
balance with the COMESA countries for the period 2021-2030 predicted an increase in the trade balance
surplus during this period, which amounted to about (21.2) %). However, the expected growth rate of the
trade balance surplus between Egypt and the COMESA countries is due to the prediction that Egyptian
imports will decline at a rate of 19.2%.

The research recommended the need to take advantage of the developing markets in the countries of the
COMESA agreement as promising markets characterized by increased demand rates for imports and a
diversity of tastes for imported goods from outside the agreement and to work on providing regular
shipping lines to these markets and providing credit guarantees for export through export guarantee
companies and branches of Egyptian banks in these countries
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