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""A Study of Edible oil Crops' Competitiveness within the Prevalent
Cropping Structures in Egypt"

Summary

The study's aim was investigating the competitiveness of crops providing
edible oils in Egypt within the ongoing cropping structures. Economic sources are
confined to cotton, maize, soybeans and sunflower. Cotton, providing nearly 90% of
domestically produced edible oil till 1980s, has lost about two-thirds of its past area,
and hence it's remarkable past position as a source for oil. Although soybeans and
sunflower are currently in first position they also suffered acreage decline to almost
one-half ever since. Results show that soybeans crop has some expansion potentials
in Almenia governorate, especially among relatively big farmers, while sunflower
enjoys a moderate potential in villages not growing rice in Beheira governorate.
Nevertheless, reliance on those two crops for improvement of edible oil's self
sufficiency ratio is limited by their marketing problems and dissatisfaction of
producers with the level of prices, though exceeding the international levels. The best
opportunity seems to occur for maize of which use in oil extraction has no conflict
with other uses, which are bread baking, animal feed and starch manufacture.



