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""An Economic Study of Honey Production in Modern Hives in

Gharbia Governorate"
Dr. Mohamed Gaber Amer Dr. Abdelbaky M. Elshaib
Summary

This study aimed to assess the impact of bee-keeping projects using modern
hives in securing job opportunities; Feasibility of investment; the effect of major
input on production; identifying cost-production structure; and identifying obstacles
of honey production and recommended solutions thereof.

A sample of 100 apiaries using modern hives was selected for the study. The
economic data of the sample projects were tabulated and analyzed. The main finding
of the study could be summarized as follows:-

1—- Honey production had witnessed deterioration both in terms of number of hives
and average hive production.

2— Bee colonies cost was the most important investment cost, followed by hive cost.

3— The fixed costs represent about 30% of the total costs, with interest on invested
capital being the most important items.

4— The variable costs represent about 70% of the total costs, with feeding cost, family
labor, and waged labor being the most important items.

5— The average hive production was 10.12 kgs.
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6— Net return was proportional to size, and there were opportunities to for profitable
expansions.

7— Bee-keeping projects didn't secure job opportunities, but provide opportunities to
use the free time and enhance the income of their owners.

8— A project of 105 hives secured income equal to the minimum official income in
Egypt with 110 working days in the year, The investment cost of a job opportunity
was estimated to be 81000 pound.

9— Bee-keeping projects gave high profit and maintain feasibility overtime; they
withstand prevailing risk in terms of lack of secondary products, low productivity,
and low prices.

10— Number of hives and manager's experience were the major determinants of the
production.

11— The most important problems facing bee-keeping were bee diseases, high sugar
prices, using pesticide in surrounding fields, Overcoming those problems was
perceived to be through subsidizing inputs, control over pesticide use, and
providing agricultural extension services.

12— It could be concluded that there is an urgent need to improve hive productivity and
increasing project sizes since only 5% of hives and projects achieve cost-
minimizing productivity



