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Some Economic Features Of Producing The Main Oil Crops And

Extracted QOils In Egypt.
Dr. Rabee M.A.A.Belal
Desert Research Center
Summary
Vegetable oils are important food commodity in the diet consumption pattern of
all members of society. not to mention being a vital strategic industry in Egypt's
economic policy.

Oil production in Egypt depends economically on groundnut. sesame. cotton seed
and sunflower representing around 8.7%. 6.2%. 51% and 4.1%. espectively from the
average production of oil crops during 2001 — 2015. The research was done to
investigate the production of the most important oil crops in Egypt through studying
the area grown. productivity per feddan. total production and monetary value of such
crops as well as studying the development of local production during such period of
stualy.

Results
The study concluded the following results:

1- The area grown with groundnut took statistically insignificant rising trend by
around 0.016 thousand feddans per year in average. whereas the total production
ook a significant trend and groundnut yield increased significantly with an
annual rate. and the monetary value of the same crop took significant trend.

2- The area grown with sesame had statistically insignificant increasing trend by
around 0.001 thousand feddans in average. whereas production per feddan to
insignificant decreasing trend and the total production had statistically
insignificant trend.

3- The area grown with cotton took insignificant decreasing trend by around 0.22
thousand feddans in average. whereas the total production took significant trend.
and the monetary value of yield declined as a result of the reduced total cotton
production. sunflower-grown area took significant decreasing trend by around
0.24 thousand feddans with an annual rising rate of 0.99 %. sunflower yield rose
significantly with an annual rate by nearly 14.6 tons and an annual rise of around
470 %. Total sunflower production too significant declining trend. and according
to the reduced total production. the monetary value of yield decreased
accordingly.
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Recommendations

Egypt's' agricultural economic policy had a major impact on the accumulation
of many economic issues. foremost among which was the food gap in many food
commodities which resulted in high consumption versus production and the sore
prices of food commodities which led to a reduction in the rate of self-sufficiency and
economic shrinkage. accordingly. it could be envisioned to set a suggested
agricultural policy outlines to achieve the fundamentals of self-sufficiency in
vegetable oils by means of:

1- Reconsidering the restoration of the subsidy policy for oil crops farmers as
national request threatens food security. establishing a balance fund for oil crops
that belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture to compensate farmers for the
difference between the guarantee price and local price in a way that is consistent
with oil prices in the world markets or f prices got lower that the world prices.

2- Taking into account the crop pattern in the agriculture sector so that it includes the
food agricultural crops particularly that characterizes by an increasing food gap
and declined self-sufficiency such as oil crops.

3- Growing the oil crops that thrive under the new desert conditions. considering the
establishment of new factories for extracting oils in such areas to minimize the
cost of crop transportation.

4- Developing groundnut and sesame production via the horizontal and vertical
expansion in the area to intensify the crop pattern and varieties. hence increasing
the total production and enhancing quality and minimize production cost to
develop an advantage to such crops.

5- Stepping up sunflower yield as an important oil crop due to the significance of
such crop and the extracted oil.

6- Expanding the growing of oil crops of high monetary value i.e. Canola. Jojoba.
olive. flax.nigella sativ. for their export potential and benefit from the cash
return in importing other oils. especially such crops grow well in the desert lands
due to its relative tolerance to salinity.

7- Activating the role of cooperatives and agricultural development banks in
providing seeds. fertilizers and pesticides that are necessary for producing the oil
crops with a view of reducing cost of production increasing price of the product
due to raising the net return per feddan of oil crops. as a result. farmers will grow
such oil crops on a large scale.



