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Competitive Ability of Egyptian Exports of Green Beans
Dr. Gamal Mohamed Attia (Researcher)
Agricultural Economics Research Institute — Agricultural Research Center

Summary and Recommendations

Countries try to improve the competitiveness of their exports in foreign markets

in order to increase their exports volume and net return from foreign trade.
Vegetables are very important export crops for Egypt, where it provides foreign
currency, especially those that Egypt has a competitive advantage in. Green beans is
considered a promising crop for many of the world countries. Egypt's exports of
green beans averaged 35.30 thousand tons worth US$ 56 million over the period
(2010-2014). The research problem is the multiplicity of problems associated with
multi-importing countries, differences between export prices to importing countries,
in addition to the decline in the volumes of consumed green beans compared to the
quantities produced, where production volume amounted to 268 thousand tons, while
exports volume amounted to 35 thousand tons over the period (2010-2014). The
research aimed to develop Egyptian exports of green bean through identifying the
main obstacles limiting exports to foreign markets, as well as the optimum
geographic distribution in order to identify the main 1mp0rt markets. The research
applied descriptive and quantitative analysis. Findings revealed the following:

- Instability in cultivated area, productivity, and production of green beans in Egypt.
Exports tend to increase, and the average rate of export to production has been
increasing over the perlod (2000-2014). However, exports value recorded low
figures over the period( 2000-2005). It was also found t hat main import countries
include England, Italy and Belgium, which 1mports represent 49.1% of Egypt’s
total exports of green beans, and 49.9% of Egypt’s exports value of green beans
over the period( 2000-2014).

- The calculated revealed comparative advantage index showed that Egypt has no
comparative advantage in exporting green beans to foreign markets, where it
reached 0.05. Market share indicator showed that England, Italy and Belgium are
the main importing countries over the period( 2010-2014), with Italy’s rankin
first in terms of market share that reached 40.6%, while Belgium ranked last wit
a market share that reached 6.1%.

- Market penetration ratio for main importing markets showed that England, Italy
and Belgium are the top markets importing Egyptian green beans over the period
(2010-2014), with England ranking first (0.115), i.e., 11.5% of the quantity
imported of green beans in England comes from Egypt. Bel ium ranked last with
3% of the quantity consumed of green beans in England comlng from Egypt.

- Price competitiveness indicator showed that Egypt has a comparative advantage in
England, Italy and Belgium compared other competing countries inside the three
markets, these are Kenya, Spain and Holland in England; and France and Spain in
Italy but not Germany. As for Belgium, it was found that Egypt does not have a
price advantage over competing countries (Holland, France and Germany).
However, Egypt enjoys a time advantage inside the Belgian market when green
beans is not available in Belgium.

The research recommended the following:

- Allocating land areas for cultivating green beans for exports, in addition to
establishing highly efficient export institutions to study foreign markets’ needs of
green beans.

- Expanding the cultivation of green beans varieties demanded by the European
market, and providing extension services to producers to guide them on good
agricultural practices related to each variety, and setting proper planting times to
match the needs of EU markets.

- Devoting care to the quality of green beans headed for exports.

- Increasing Egypt’s exports of green beans to the Belgian market during March,
May, October, November and December, which are the months during which
Egypt is competitive in terms of price advantage.




