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Analyzing Quantity and Price Fluctuations in Production Supplies
and Packaging Materials of UHT milk in Egypt during the period
January 2011 - October 2012

A. Z. Kassem*;
Ministry of Trade and Industry

Mashhour. A. F.; Laban. A. A. and Hassanain. T. M.

Department of Agricultural Economics. Faculty of Agriculture. Zagazig University
Summary

This study aimed at estimating the quantity and price fluctuations in the
production supplies and packaging materials of UHT milk in Egypt during the period
of January 2011 to October 2012 depending on a case study data of a UHT Milk
factory using time series analysis. The study reached some major findings, which are:
the average monthly growth in fresh cow's milk and powder milk prices estimated at
0.85%, 0.75% respectively during the study period. The cow's milk prices starting to
fluctuate annually from April to reach its peak in November, then cow's milk prices
tend down in December to reach its trough in January and February.The skimmed
milk powder prices reach its peak in December and November, and then reach its
trough in January. The time trend indicates that thecream and stabilizer prices were
increased significantly, while the sugar prices were significantly decreased during the
study period. On the other side, the Shortenings "Butter substitute" prices were not
experiencing a significantly change during the study period. The prices of Tetra pack
packaging (200 ml and 500 ml) were significantly decreased, while the 1000 ml Tetra
pack packaging were not experiencing a significantly change during the study period
as well as the prices of carton boards for its all sizes. The study results reveal that the
average variable cost per ton of UHT milk was increased by a monthly rate of 0.75%,
while the value added of producing a ton of UHT milk was decreased by a monthly
rate of 2.35% in the same period. Finally, the study results indicate that the average
cost of the production supplies and tetra pack packaging material were not
experiencing a significantly change during the study period.

Keywords: Price Fluctuations, Time Trend, Seasonal Fluctuations, Cyclical Fluctuations,
Sudden Fluctuations, UHT milk.



