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An Economic Analysis of the Foreign Food Arab Trade and Its
Efficiency Indicators

Soliman, A. Sarhan Abd El hafeez, A. R Abd Al maogod, M. A
Agricultural Economics Research Institute Faculty of Agriculture
Agricultural Research Center University of Assiut
SUMMARY

Adopts the Arab States to the outside in bridging the most food needs, which
constitutes a burden on their trade balances. Arab states varied in its ability to meet
the food needs self-sustaining. The aim of this research mainly stands on the current
situation of foreign trade Arab food and the measurement of economic efficiency
during the period (2000 -2013). The most prominent research results: show that
the total foreign trade Arab Food reached about 54.8 billion dollars, and increased by
about 11.5%, the general indicator of the degree of stability reached about 10%, and
the average per capita Arab doubled by about 2.7 times during the study period. State
of Saudi Arabia, and Egypt to about 39.2% of the average value of the total foreign
trade Arab Food. While the food exports to Arab countries reached about 11.3 billion
dollars. With an increased annually by about 13.3%, the general indicator of stability
degree reached about 12.3%, States of Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Emirates
to about 61.3% of the value the food exports. The value of Arab food imports reached
about 43.5 billion dollars, with an increase annually by about 11%, the general
indicator of the degree of stability reached about 10.8%, States of Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, and Algeria to about 52% of The value of Arab food imports. The balance of
trade Arab Food is a deficit in all the years of study, with an annual average
amounted to 32.1 billion dollars. The increasing annually to about 10.3%, and the
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relative importance of trade gap Arab food in the value of the trade deficit Arab
agricultural to about 82.6%, and reached the general indicator of the degree of
stability to about 9.2%, the average per capita share of the gap in the trade balance
Arab Food toward 96.1 dollars. State of Saudi Arabia, Algeria, and Egypt, the most
countries that contribute to the Trade Gap Arab Food, where the gap and the
commercial food three states about 18.6 billion dollars, equivalent to about 57.9% of
the value of the Trade Gap Arab Food, the rate of exports' coverage of Arab Food
imports from Arab countries to about 24.6%, with a decline in the rate of coverage at
an annual rate of about 1.7%. The relative importance of food exports in GDP in the
Arab States ranged between 3.6% state of Mauritania, and 0.01% of the state of Iraq.
Search recommends several recommendations: 1. Study of the causes for the
decline in the Arab Food Gap in some years, such as the years 2006, 2009, 2011, to
see the economic variables affecting, thus benefit in reducing the gap. 2.
Establishment of an Arab fund specific food security and the Arab world, its mission
and the exchange of information relating to food security, especially shortcomings,
abundance, and knowledge of the risks, the forecasting of knowing the economic
variables that can be dealt with in the future for the food gap. 3. The increase in
investment in the field of food security among the Arab States enables investors from
business activity in that area, to increase opportunities for economic integration,
agricultural and alimentary Arab. 4. Activating the agreements on the liberalization of
trade of agricultural, food and between Arab states, legislation related to activation
and facilitate bilateral trade in food commodities produced by the Arab States, as well
as the coordination between the Arab States in the production and trade in accordance
with the advantages of the competitiveness of mutual trust and benefit from the
advantages of bilateral trade in food commodities. 5. Better coordination of economic
policies between the Arab States, to guarantee the freedom of movement of goods,
capital, and linking the best between domestic financial markets with the global
financial markets.



