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The impact of Egyptian Agricultural Policies on Food Security
Dr Ekram Ahmed Elsayed
Agricultural Economic Research institute
Summary

Food security is one of the most important strategic issues for the Egyptian
governments.The research aims to analyze the situation of food security in Egypt and
its future prospects This research aims to analyze the situation and features of the
food security prospects in Egypt as one of the structural imbalances facing the
Egyptian economy in terms of study and analysis the food security in Egypt. This
research aims also to show some indicators of the Egyptian agricultural production,
and its contribution to the GDP and per capita, in addition to analyzing the main
reasons that led to the emergence of the features of the food security in Egypt,
leading to the identification of outcomes and to develop some proposals which are
useful for raising the agricultural yield of the agricultural sector in Egypt, and thus
achieving food security, which contributes to the activation process of balanced
growth.

Since 2005 food security in Egypt started to deteriorate, 13.7 million Egyptians
represent about 17% of the population suffers from food insecurity in 2011 compared
with about 14% in 2009 .average food deficit (the gap) about 19.44 million tons
during the average period (2000-2013), food imports was valued about 27.38 billion
pounds during the average period (2000-2013) and represent the Bill of imports
Burden on the agricultural trade balance , the Egyptian balance of payments and the
State of great burdens of foreign currency, which is supposed to finance economic
development plans. This leads to the faltering economic development and increased
indebtedness.

During the period (1974-2013) demand surplus was positive and the reason for
that is the high rate of growth in demand for food at a rate greater than the rate of
growth of display food, due to the high population growth rate compared to the
growth in agricultural production and increase the proportion of urban population to
total population in addition to increased incomes as a result of the development
process and cash remittances from Egyptians abroad resulted in the inability of the
local production of food needs of the population "increased demand" means there is
an excess demand for food with reduced the relative importance of the agricultural
sector
Recommendations :



Y. (";,\:m\ cey) S A paad) Lol )3 clubaad) )

:» Develop plans for economic and social development includes specific targets for

agricultural production such as:

* Increasing agricultural production growth to ensure consumer needs must be based
mainly on interest in agricultural and biological research and genetic engineering.

* Development of available water and land resources and rationalize its uses because
the fertile lands and water resources are most scarce.

* Expand the use of modern technology in agricultural production to increase
agricultural development reflected the impact on food security.

* increase agricultural development rate through vertical and horizontal expansion of
nutritional needs and food security.

e Increase investment in agriculture in order to achieve food security.

* increasing the level of individual incomes to reduce the difference between urban
and rural living standards in food

* Conduct feasibility studies before implementing any agricultural project inside and
outside the country must also take into account the diversification of agriculture in
selected countries and select States of comparative advantage for the crop to be
grown.

* Development Food cultural awareness through the media and culture in order to
define the actual nutritional needs of the consumer and not the quantity of any
balanced diet.



