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The Current Situation of Fish Production in Egypt and the

Possibility of Trade with some African Countries

Dr. Wael Abdel Fatah Gowily Dr. Fathia Farid Abdel allah

Agricultural Economic Research Institute

Summary

In spite of the increase in the size of Africa, it currently represents less than 2%
of international trade, and therefore African countries also need to promote intra-
regional trade, the development of fish exports is one of the most important methods
of providing animal protein for African people and despite the multiple sources of

fisheries in Egypt and many African countries, but fish exports are not commensurate
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with those possibilities, as there is no African country among the top 10 fish

producing countries in the world, and research interest in identifying the current
situation of fish exports in Egypt and the most important African countries, The
intention of exporting some types of fish from Egypt to African countries or the
possibility of importing them from near distances, as well as the possibility of

benefiting from the advantages of a trade agreement with COMESA fish producing

countries.

The study showed that the production of fish farms in Egypt is increasing by
12 tons per year during the period (2006-2016) while Egypt's production from natural
resources is decreasing by 150 tons annually, while consumption is increasing by 8
tons annually and the gap between fish Production and consumption increased by 19
tons per year during same period. As for Egypt's fish imports for the period (2014-
2018), it averaged $ 525.86 million / year. Brazil came next with 8.8%, Norway and
Japan , Followed by the United Arab Emirates It is striking not to import Egypt from
any African country, despite the presence of several African fish exporting countries,

the most important of which is Morocco

The value of Egypt's fish exports from natural resources during the same
period comes first with Saudi Arabia at 21.03%, Italy at 13.09%, Lebanon at 11.74%
and UAE at 11.44%. 0.84%, Libya at 0.76%, Morocco at 0.73% and Tunisia at

0.34%.

The results showed that the largest fish-producing countries from natural
resources in Africa are Morocco, South Africa, Nigeria, Namibia, Senegal, Egypt,
Uganda, Tanzania, Ghana and Angola. In estimating the general time trend of the
development of the production of the most important countries, it became clear that
Morocco's production is increasing by 22 tons annually, Nigeria is growing at a rate
of 38 tons per year, Senegal at 84 tons during the same period, and Egypt's fish
production from natural resources has decreased by 13 tons per year. Estimating the
overall trend, the value of Morocco's fish exports is growing at an annual rate of 19
thousand dollars, Namibia has an average of 26 thousand dollars and South F Egypt's

exports increased by $ 36 thousand annually.
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The results also showed that Egypt ranked first in terms of the value of fish
imports in Africa, followed by Ivory Coast, then Cameroon, Angola, Ivory Coast and
Algeria. In estimating the general time trend of the evolution of the value of Egypt's
imports of fish from natural resources, it has taken an increasing general trend at a
rate of 24 thousand dollars annually, Imports per year and imports of Ivory Coast are
increasing annually at a rate of 47 thousand dollars per year and Cameroon at a rate
of 42 thousand dollars, as well as growing imports of Angola, the Democratic

Republic of Algeria and the rate of 49, 89, 141 thousand dollars, respectively

The study also pointed to the possibility of trade exchange with COMESA
countries as the production of Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi fish from natural
sources is increasing during the period (2001-2017) at the rates of 14.16, 90 tons
annually, and also increased exports of fish from Mauritius natural resources During

the same period at a rate of 12 thousand dollars annually, as well as Seychelles

exports increased by 15 thousand dollars.



