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Economic Study Of The Most Important Problems
Of Egyptian Agriculture

Dr, Abdel Sattar Abdel Hamid Mohamed El Tarawy

Agricultural Economics Research Institute (AERI) - Agricultural Research Center

Summary

The problem of research is that there are still many problems and difficulties
facing the achievement of this development, which resulted in the inability of the
agricultural sector to meet the needs of the population of the main agricultural crops
and the breadth of the food gap between domestic production and national
consumption of those crops, the research aims to identify the most important
problems and difficulties facing the Egyptian agro-industrial sector currently
hindering the achievement of Egyptian agricultural development in order to reach the
means and procedures that can contribute to face and overcome them and with
studying the most important problems of the agricultural plant production in the Arab
Republic of Egypt were found to be the problem of the deterioration of productive
efficiency of some lands where the results of the aggregate classification of land
resources confirmed that the area of first class lands in the old lands shrank from an
average of 3 million acresduring the period (1996 -2000) to only 978 thousand
acresand the low productivity of some crops,in spite of the significant increases in the
productivity of many crops, there are some major crops that did not increase in
proportion to the importance of what area they occupy or their importance in
Egyptian agricultural exports, and the low efficiency of the agricultural marketing
systems where the local system of agricultural marketing is a traditional system did
not receive attention in the development and modernization, and problems related to
agricultural processing, including the decline in the import of agricultural products in
the processes of conversion, conservation, preparationand processing, and the decline
in interest in rural industries, and the problems related to agricultural exports,
problems of the institutional structure of the agricultural sector, problems related to
land reclamation policies, and the problem of irrigation water in Egypt where the
efficiency of the transfer and distribution of water does not exceed 70%, 50% in
systems to the field, and the primitive methods of production used in Egyptian
agriculture, the lack of maintenance of land resources, the problem of climate change,
problems related to the agricultural development, problems related to the
maintenance and protection of the agricultural lands, problems related to the
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agricultural investment, problems related to the cooperative movement, and problems
of the policy of scientific research and the development of the agricultural
technology, and the research included analysis for some agricultural problems
including the problem of encroachment on agricultural land,and the study of the
relative importance of the area of encroachment on agricultural land before and after
the January revolution shows that the annual average ofthe areas of encroachment in
on agricultural land in the governorates of the Republic during the period (83-2010)
amounted to about 2,29 thousand acres and this means in 28 years, While its
counterpart after the revolution of 25 January during the period (2011 -2014)
amounted to about 12,75 thousand acres and this means in four years only, equivalent
to about 5,57 times of its counterpart before the revolution,and the problem of
declining rate of growth of productivity of some agricultural crops in Egypt, and the
problem of decreasing the relative importance of the value of agricultural gross
domestic product(GDP) to the value of the total GDP, where the results indicate a
decline in the relative importance of the value of GDP to the value of the total GDP
during the period(2000 — 2015), from about 16,56% in 2000 to about 12,91% in
2015, and the problem of the decrease of the relative importance of the value of
agricultural investments comparing to the value of national investments, where the
results indicate a decrease in the relative importance of the value of agricultural
investments comparing to the value of national investments from about 14,21% in
2000 to about 4,02% in 2015, this refers to the small volume of the investments
directed to the agricultural sector and its relative importance comparing to the volume
of national investments when compared to the requirements of vertical and horizontal
agricultural development, and the problem of the agricultural labor migration, where
the results indicate that the relative importance of the agricultural employment to the
total national employment decreased fromabout 27,64% in 2000, to about 25,83% in
2015, and the problem of the low agricultural wages where indicated thatthe increase
of the total wages amounted to about308,63%, and the increase of the agricultural
wage amounted to about286,94% during(2004-2014), it also indicates that the
relative importance of the agricultural wage to the total wages decreased from about
57,51%in 2004, to about 54,46% in 2014, and by studying the relative importance of
the total agricultural exports and imports as it is estimated by the general time trend
equation for the relative importance of the value of the agricultural exports to the
value of the total exports during (2001-2015) indicates that it has taken a statistically
significant increasing trend at a significance level (0,01) during the same period,
where it was found to increase annually by about 0,699 million pounds and the
annual increase rate was about 5,69% of the annual average during the same period,
and by estimating the general time trend equation for the value of the agricultural
imports during the period (2001 - 2015), it indicates that the value of the Agricultural
imports has taken a statistically significant increasing trend at a significance level
(0,01)




