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An Analytical Study of the Economic role of Women in Development
in Siwa Oasis (Case Om-AL-Saghir Village)

Dr/ Mervat Abo Elyazed Soliman Ashour
Economic and Social Division - Desert Research Center

Summary
Women help with the production process, helping men in the village to
cultivate dates and olives, the only crops produced by the village, in addition to the

wicker industry, which has been professional since a young age for men to sell oft-
season Harvest dates and olives to come to the village with other goods.

The research aims to identify the current role of women in Umm al-Saghir
village and determine their future role in order to achieve development and for the
development of the oasis.

By studying the participation in the work it is clear that the proportion of

women who have the ability to participate in the work of about 100%. A study of the

extent to which women's work contributes to the improvement of family income
shows that their percentage is about 100%.

In examining the extent of women's need for training in household industries, it
is clear that their percentage is about 100%. And help the children in the project is
clear that their proportion of about 100%.

Of the study of the marketing problems faced by women in the village of Umm
al-Saghir for the sample of the study, it is clear that 87% of the total women are

asking for help in marketing their products outside the village so that this will result

in a better return for them and their families, while about 13% of women see that they
do not need assistance in marketing Their products are outside the village.

As for the problems related to the labor force in the village of Umm Najd, the
low number of workers is one of the most important problems facing women in the

projects of Al-Khawis and Al-Jadeed. The percentage of about 82.6% aftirms that the

number of workers of this industry is important. This leads to the attraction of
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working hands from outside the village to work and master the craft that they know

very professionally, while about 17.4% of the women see that they do not need to

increase the labor from outside the village.

As for the problems related to experience in the embroidery, paper and wicker

trades, 78.3% of the women in the village assert that they have sufficient experience

for the industry, while 21.7% do not represent the experience.

As for the problems related to the financing of handicrafts, 91.3% of the
women in the village emphasize that the lack of funding leads to a lack of production

of these important trades, while 8.7% of the problem of the lack of funding to

produce their character does not affect them.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the kay square test and the mean
were used to determine whether there is a relationship between the development of

the experience of women and the development of nomadic women in Umm al-Saghir
village in Siwa Oasis.

For the marketing problems faced by nomads in Umm al-Saghir village, since
the test of kai 7.538 and the significance of the test is 0.05>. This confirms that there
is a substantial relationship between their need for assistance from outside the village

in marketing their products in order to increase the income of nomadic women. Then

the relationship in the positive direction of the study sample.

The problems related to the labor force facing the nomads in the village of
Umm al-Saghir in the implementation of their projects, since the testing of the Kaaba
5.538 and the significance of the test 0.05> This confirms that there is a fundamental
relationship between their need to increase the labor from outside the village, which

leads to increased production, 0.5 Relationship relationship in the positive direction
with the sample of the study.

As for the problems related to the experience in mastering the handicrafts of
the nomads in the village of Umm al-Saghir in the execution of their projects, since
the testing of the kay box is 3.846 and since the significance of the test is 0.05>, this

confirms the existence of a substantial relationship between their experience in

mastering their handicrafts which leads to increased production. Then the relationship

in the positive direction of the study sample.
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And the problems related to the financing of handicrafts that the Bedouin work
in the village of Umm al-Saghir, since the testing of the box Kai 12.462 Since the
significance of the test 0.05> This confirms the existence of a fundamental
relationship between their need for funding to increase the production and increase

the proficiency and quality of handicrafts, <0.5 Relationship permission in the

positive direction of the study sample.

A study of the economic efficiency indicators to maximize the economic role
of women in the development of the village of Umm al-Saghir shows that the total
costs amounted to about LE 4035 / year, 5185 LE / year for both the craft of jerid and
wos and embroidery, respectively, while the total return was about 7300 LE / year,
9530 The yield on the invested pound was about 80.9%, 83.7% for both craft and
craft, respectively. Writings, wicker and embroidery craft respectively,. This means
the importance of crafts done by women.

Recommendations:

1. Working to raise the level of women's performance in craft work by providing
them with the necessary technical information for this work through various
extension activities.

2. Support and train women to market their handicrafts in a simple and easy way.

3. The area of Qara Umm al-Saghir, located in the Siwa district of Bakr, is in need of
establishing several investment projects as a center for the development of the
handicraft industry such as embroidery, wicker and paper.

4. Encouraging and training women to establish small and medium-income
productive enterprises and how to manage and benefit from them, as well as training
them in the process of obtaining bank loans to finance these projects.

5. It is necessary to help the Bedouin in marketing their products outside the village
so that this will provide a better return for them and their families until the
comprehensive development of the village is achieved.

6. Increase the number of working hands of the handicrafts of the Bedouin.

7. The interest in paving the means of transport, which in turn lead to attract working
hands from outside the village to work and master the craft that they master

craftsmanship, which helps to development events.



