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Production and marketing of pomegranate in Egypt
Ghada Ali Mohammed Al - Damarawy

Researcher, Agricultural Economics Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center

Summary

The pomegranate is considered as one of the most promising horticultural
crops, and it is noticed that the cultivated area is not increased at rates commensurate
with the increasing demand for it (locally and externally) due to its great nutritional
and medical importance. The research aims to headlights on the current situation of
production, marketing and export of pomegranate in Egypt, For pomegranate exports.
The area of pomegranate cultivation ranged between a minimum of 4409 feddan in
2003 and a maximum of 85415 feddan in 2016 during the period 2003-2016. The
total cultivated area of pomegranates in the republic during the same period ranged
from Between a minimum It amounted to about 3369 acres in 2003, and a maximum
of about 32 995 acres in 2016, during the period studied.

The research also pointed out that pomegranate production increased at the
level of the Republic during the period 2003-2016. It ranged from a minimum of
22123 tons in 2003 to a maximum of 269070 tons in 2016 with an annual average of
84664.4 tons during the study period. This increase is to consider the pomegranate
Crop as a promising crop.

The research also revealed that the most important government producing
pomegranates are Assuit and Noubaria with a total area of 16.78% for the first,
63.51% for the second of the total pomegranate area in the Republic as an average for
the period 2013-2016.

The study showed that the marketing margin reached an average of about
2080 pounds / ton at the level of the wholesaler, and about 1660 pounds / ton at the
level of the retailer, and the share of the farmer from the consumer pounds about
33.6% against 36.9 %, 29.5% for both wholesaler and retailer as an average for the
study period.

The results of the seasonal index of the monthly quantities of pomegranate
yield for the transit market were found in October, November, September and
December, September, November increases the seasonal figure for the average
quantity received to the market.

The seasonal index for seasonal fluctuations of pomegranate crop prices
during the study period was found to be higher than the average during the months of
July, December and January, while seasonal evidence of seasonal fluctuations in
pomegranate crop prices during the study period was found to be higher than Average
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during the months of December, July, January and November during the study
period.

The main export markets of Egyptian pomegranates were Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Iraq and Russian Federation. The average quantity of Egyptian pomegranate
exports was about 33,796 representing about 79% of the average quantity of
pomegranate imports during the period 2015-2017

While the average quantity of pomegranate exports in the Saudi market is
about 22075 tons, representing about 37% of the average quantity of Saudi
pomegranate during the period studied. While the average quantity of pomegranate
exports in the Iraqi market is about 12982 tons, representing about 31% of the
average quantity of Iraqi imports of pomegranates, while the Russian market is about
13199 tons, representing 21% of the average amount of Russian imports of
pomegranates during the period studied.

The sample was selected in a deliberate manner in Assuit Government, where
it produces more than half of the average production of the Republic during the
period (2013-2016), and according to the relative importance of the cultivated area in
the government

The most important productive problems faced by farmers through the
sample are the high production costs and the low net return of 93% of the total
sample of the research, and the lack of fertilizer at the right time coupled with high
prices and the unavailability of pesticides and high prices and the lack of reliable
sources to sell and non-conformity To the specifications and then the absence of
alternatives to the types of pesticides banned from trading in addition to the high
costs of spraying pesticides, and high wages of labor

Followed by a rise in the prices of machinery and equipment by 75% of the
total sample size, where fuel and oil prices are high, as well as the absence of the role
of agricultural extension in raising the awareness of farmers to obtain the best
production. In terms of marketing problems, pomegranate prices fluctuated at the end
of the season by 90% of the total sample size. Marketing costs increased by 83% of
the total sample size.

After the markets for the production centers, and the high commission value
when selling in the markets of major cities, the lack of refrigerators enough to
accommodate the crop, the competition between traders and intermediaries and
producers each other, the lack of availability of some appropriate packages that
reduce the damage in fruits, Pomegranate, and lack of marketing information for
producers about markets and prices by 40% of the total size of the research sample.



