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Foreign Trade Indicators And Methods Of Calculation
At The National Level And The Agricultural Sector
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Summary

Foreign trade plays an important role in financing various economic development
programs and projects for the economies of both developing and developed countries.

The problem of research form some facts and questions such as; the multiplicity of
indicators of foreign trade, whether some indicators are sufficient to explain the
changes in the economies of countries or use them all, and whether these indicators
correspond to each other or there are conflicting, are they explain each other or each
one use to specify to interpretation of the phenomenon by itself.

The study aims to apply most indicators of foreign trade to both the national and
agricultural economy to identify the extent of them to explain and clarify both local

and global economic phenomena, that faced the national and agricultural economy,
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also the total and agricultural exports and imports during the study period (2001-
2017) Some of them.

The dependency rate in Egypt ranged from a minimum limit amounted to 11.20%
in 2001 and a high limit amounted 34.97% in 2008 with an average of 21.17% for the

period (2001-2017). This means that Egypt depends on imports at an estimated rate
of about 21.17%. It is clear that, the Egyptian national economy is affected by global
changes to a large extent where the dependency rate has increased in the years of
economic crisis which started in 2008.

With regard to the study of average per capita imports of $ 513.67 during the
period 2001-2017, while the per capita export average was $ 227.28.

The net Egyptian trade balance ranged between a low values amounted 4.57
billion dollars in 2003 and 53.03 billion dollars in 2015. The average annual deficit in
the trade balance was estimated at about 24.68 billion dollars as an average for the
period ( 2001-2017) . Developments in foreign trade resulted in the Egyptian trade
deficit during the study period.

As for the study of the rate of agricultural dependency in Egypt, it ranged between
a minimum limit represented to 12.74% in 2006 and a high limit represented 28.31%
in 2017. The average of dependency rate was estimated at 17.63 % for the period
(2001-2017). This means that Egypt depends on agricultural imports which estimated
17.63%.

The per capita average of agricultural import was about $ 49.62 during the
period (2001-2017) , while the average per capita for agricultural exports were
estimated at $ 23.67. This reflects that the per capita average of agricultural imports
is higher than their share of agricultural exports as an average of the study period.

With regard to the rate of agricultural coverage, it ranged from about 27.58% as a
minimum limit in 2001 and about 70.92% as a maximum limit in 2014. The average
rate of agricultural coverage was estimated at 46.25 % during the period (2001-2017),
which reflects the low value of agricultural exports against agricultural imports.

The net balance of the agricultural balance ranged between a minimum limit
amounted about $§ 600 million in 2004 to a high limit amounted $§ 6122 million in

2012. The average agricultural deficit was estimated at $ 2143 million as an average
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for the period 2001-2017. This reflects the superiority of the value of agricultural

imports compared to the value of agricultural exports throughout the study period.

So, the research recommends some f recommendations such as:

1- The result of existing deficit in the total trade and agricultural balance requires the
formation of strategic working groups to examine and revise the joint agreements.

2- Supporting the Egyptian government to increase the trade movement between
Egypt and the world by facilitating and increasing the opportunities of investors to
participate in development projects in Egypt and removing the trade barriers
facing the commercial and investment relations between Egypt and the countries
of the world.

3 - To increase the relative importance of Egyptian exports in general and agricultural
in particular, and increase their competitiveness to the world markets through
continuous monitoring of the nature and specifications of competing products.

4 - The need to pay attention to marketing and promotional activities, advertising and
advertising on Egyptian exports in general and agricultural in particular and
encourage promotional missions and establishment of international exhibitions to
attract the attention of foreign consumers and to identify the potential of quality

and awareness of the Egyptian product.



