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Analytical economic study to reduce the scarlet gap in Egypt
Dr. Adel Mohamed Abdel Wahab Saleh Dr. Mohamed Hassan Ahmed Ali

researchers in the Agricultural Economics Research Institute - Agricultural Research Center

Summary:

The food issue is one of the most important strategic issues that Egypt is interested
in. It tries its best to increase the rates of sufficiency, reduce the food gap and achieve
food security in agriculture and food commodities in general and wheat in particular
Equally Important, The marginal problem drives its importance which is to increase
wheat production recently . But it is not commensurate with the growing consumer
needs of it in Egypt. Thus, the size of the gap is increasing year after year, which
leads to the importation of more wheat from abroad to fill the deficit. It was therefore
important to study several scenarios (alternatives) to increase wheat production in
Egypt and the related increase in the self-sufficiency of the wheat crop (Or reduce the
marginal gap in Egypt), which depends on the achievement of the research objective.

The results showed that the expected challenge is to increase the cultivated area of
the wheat crop at the expense of other competing crops (either export them or import
or crop self-sufficiency), does not consider actual challenges to increase production
of wheat in Egypt; and so marginal that could be reduced from the areas of those
crops, except clover sustained in practice, when compared to spaces needed to be
added increases in local production of wheat in quantities effective in reducing the
gap triticeous. As well as the case for crop alfalfa, which is an area representing about
22% of the winter crop area average for the period (2014-2016), it is not the only
ingredient in animal feed system, and then is not expected to result in the reduction of
areas of alfalfa shortage of production of meat and dairy.

It is also evident that by providing investments and water resources, there is a
possibility to grow about 1 million feddans of wheat in the new lands in the
expansion areas of East and West Delta, Sinai, New Valley and East Awainat. In
addition, 200,000 feddans can be planted on rainwater. About 2.9 million tons of
wheat contribute to the filling of approximately 30.5% of the estimated 9.5 million

ton for the same period mentioned above.
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The analysis of the two-way variability of the yield of the most common wheat
varieties in the governorates of Egypt during the period 2012-2016 showed that there
were statistically significant differences due to differences in the productivity of these
varieties. This means that the average of at least two cultivars in the cultivated land
are not equal to wheat. High productivity at the expense of less productive items.
Through a proposal to redistribute cultivated wheat varieties in some governorates
according to the average feddan production for 2016, it was found that a total
increase in production can be achieved at the level of the Republic of about 263.6
thousand Ardab. It should be noted here that this procedure was followed by efforts
by agricultural extension officers to identify and direct wheat farmers to cultivate the

highest-yielding substitutes.

Based on the above, it is recommended to study the quantitative gap in Egypt by:

1- The cultivation of wheat can be expanded at the expense of Alfalfa, especially
in areas and regions where high productivity of wheat and other alternatives
available for feed, as this leads to increased production of wheat straw, which
can be technically processed and high nutritional value, and can be offset a
large part of Lack of clover production.

2- To provide the necessary investments and water resources for the cultivation of
about 1.2 million feddans of wheat in the new lands, which is expected to
produce about 2.9 million tons of wheat, which contribute to fill about 30.5%
of the size of the rain gap.

3- Many efforts have been made by agricultural extension officials to identify and
direct wheat farmers to cultivate high-substitution substitutes instead of low

productivity.



