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The Economics of Production and Consumption of Dates in Egypt

Mohamed Fathi Mahmoud Afifi (Afifi, M. F. M.)
Food Technology Research Institute (FTIR) — Agricultural Research Center (ARC)

Summary

Palm is one of the most important fruit crops, where the cultivated area is about
115.6 thousand feddans and the number of productive females about 15 million palm
trees with an average yield of about 112.7 kg / palm to achieve a total production of
about 1.68 million tons representing about 15.1% of the total fruit production
estimated at 11.15 million Ton, The value of fruit production amounted to about 32.5
billion pounds representing 18.4% of the value of the estimated plant production,
which is estimated at 176.7 billion pounds. The date of production was about 4.9
billion pounds, representing 15.2% of the average value of fruit production and about
2.8% of the value of plant production in 2015.

The production of dates in Egypt took an overall trend of statistical significance,
where the annual increase was estimated at about 2.5% of the average date
production of about 1300 thousand tons, The production of dates outside the valley
has taken an overall trend is not statistically significant, where the estimated annual
increase by about 0.9% of the average date production of about 177 thousand tons,

While the production of dates within the valley has taken a general trend is increasing
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statistically significant where the estimated annual increase by about 2.8% of the

average date production of about 1123 thousand tons during the period (2001-2015).

The total fresh date production amounted to about 1136 thousand tons,
representing about 79.5% of the total date production in Egypt. The varieties of
Mghail, Hayani, Zaghloul, Samani, Bint Aisha, Amhat and other fresh varieties
represented 35.3%, 30.7%, 14.5% , 9.9%,4.4%,2.8% and 2.3% respectively of the
average total production of fresh dates, The average total production of dates semi-
dry was about 274 thousand tons, representing about 19.2% of the total date
production in Egypt, where the varieties of Sioui, Orabi, Ajlani, Amiri accounted for
73.7%, 11.7%, 10.6% and 4.0% respectively of the total average.The total dry date
production was about 19 thousand tons, representing about 1.3% of the total date’s
production in Egypt, where the varieties of Scotty and dates are about 52.6% and
15.8% respectively of the average total dry date production. While the Malakabi,
Gindellae and Bartmoda varieties accounted for about 10.5% for each varieties of the
average dry date total production during the period (2001-2015).

This is due to the increase in the quantities of waste and the decrease in quantities
destined for manufacture or export to increase the amount of production of fresh
dates consumed locally and the decrease in the production quantity of dry and semi-
dry dates which can be directed to manufacturing or exporting, which affects the
optimal use of economic resources and net income.

Recommendations:

e Attention to the quality of local production of dates and solve the problems of

production.

e Cultivation and replacement of new varieties.

e Increasing the efficiency of the agricultural extension system in paying

attention to service operations.

e Work to solve problems related to the marketing of dates.

e The use of technology for the food industry and the processing of dates and

food products that use dates and products in their production.



