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A comparative study of women’s participation in small & micro-
enterprises in the Agency for Development of Small and Medium
Enterprises

Summary:

The research aims to identify the role played by women in the economic
development process through their participation in small and micro projects provided
by the Agency for the Development of Small and Medium Enterprises for
Development during the period 2009-2017, the research results showed the

following:

- Low participation of women in small projects compared to men's participation.
Women's participation reached 25.8% of the total number of small projects
submitted by the agency during the study period;

- For micro-enterprises, women's participation amounted to 52.2% of the total micro-
projects provided by the agency;

- Women's demand for micro-enterprises was greater than that of small enterprises,
despite the fluctuation of the number of micro-enterprises for women during the
study period;

- Women achieved the highest participation in small projects in the governorates of
Assiut, Menoufia, and Sharkia, while achieving the highest participation in micro-
projects in the governorates of Minya, BeniSuef, and Sohag;

- There was difference in growth rate of small and micro enterprises in each of the
studied governorates. It was found that BeniSuef governorate achieved the highest
growth rate for microenterprises, and Assiut and Menoufia governorates for small
projects, followed by Sohag governorate for microenterprises;

- The highest participation of women was in the commercial sector projects for small
and micro enterprises during the period 2009/2017, followed by animal production
projects;

- The number of small enterprises for women’s participation increased in different
production and service sectors, and decreased in other sectors except the
commercial sector during the study period;

- Very small percentages of women’s participation in many agricultural activities in
the small projects, except for some activities in the animal production sector and
the commercial sector;

- Women’s participation in more micro-activities than their counterparts in small
enterprises, in addition to the low participation rate in most of micro activities,
except for 7 activities of agricultural activities, mostly in the animal production and

commercial sectors.



