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Economic study of organic cotton crop in Egypt

Dr. Khaled El SayedAbd El Mowla Mohamed

Senior Researcher-Agricultural Research Center - Central lab. Of Organic Agriculture

Summary

Cotton is one of the main agricultural crops in Egypt. The cotton sector is
exposed to changes due to the lack of clarity and stability of cotton policies, which
were reflected in the continuous decline in the area planted with the crop and its
productivity, the decrease in exported quantities in the foreign markets, the increasing
quantities imported from it, the dependence of the spinning and weaving industry on

imports and the increase in the burden on the balance of payments Lost an important
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part of the foreign exchange proceeds needed to advance economic development. At

the same time, the trend towards organic cotton has increased, but organic cotton
cultivation is facing some challenges that need to be resolved.

The present study aims to shed light on important of organic cotton cultivation
as unavoidable approaches to restore the Egyptiancotton status as along staple cotton,

at the international market level

Our study stated that:

1- Areas cultivated with organic cotton have increased during 2014-2015 season
compared to 2013-2014 season which reflects increase of demand for organic
cotton in international markets.

2- Net yield of organic cotton compared to conventional cotton was increased to
reach 549%. Although production cost of organic cotton is 19 % higher than
production cost of traditional cotton.

3- The profit of the invested pound is 1.02 for organic cotton compared to 0.15 for
traditional cotton which encourages farmers, companies for expanding of organic

cotton fields.
[
Recommendations:

A vision for Expanding and encouraging organic cotton production in Egypt
should be developed.Egyptian government should support the establishment of
regional center responsible for carrying out research for proper cultivation methods,
training of large and small farmers, providing cotton suitable varieties and facilitate
marketing at regional international levels for organic cotton which could leads to

remarkable add value to this strategic plant.



